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Gay 

and 

proud! 

Being gay or lesbian is more than a bed- 
room issue. U is not just a private matter 
between consenting adults. It is much more. 
It is a way or being, and of living, which 
contributes to our identities. 

The importance it takes in our lives is in 
part determined by the importance that soci- 
ety attributes to sexual conformity. The 
expression of our gay or lesbian identity 
should not be determined or influenced by 
society, it should in itself determine and in- 
fluence society. Being political for many gay 
men and lesbians throDghouiihcworldcomcs 
from necessity. It also comes from courage. 

While our oppression can be related in 
some ways to that of other oppressed m inori- 
lics, the experiences of lesbians and gays are 
in many ways quite unique. 

Most children of oppressed groups re- 
ceive comfort from persecution in their 
families. Gay and lesbian children for the 
most part have nowhere to turn. The realiza- 
tion of our own persecution often occurs in 
isolation and loneliness. When we finally do 
find an expression for our sexuality, we must 
find ways to do so openly and with dignity 
and pride, so that maybe those gay children 
who come after us will have somewhere to 
turn. .* 

Homosexuals, like any other minority, are 
not a monolithic group.of people. There are 
homosexuals in every sub-group in our soci- 
ety. Some arc conservative, some are pro- 
gressive, some are traditional, some are 
unconventional. There should be room for 
everyone in the gay community. 

The mistake made by some is to try and 
present an image of homosexuals as people 
who“arejust like everyone else". This phrase 
has no meaning. Though we are found in all 
walks of life, we are different in some ways 
— that’s the point. It’s up to us to fight for 
acceptance and legal protection as we arc, 
and there is no singular way to do this. 

This issue is an attempt to give a voice to 
the diversity of the gay and lesbian commu- 




nity. Though the common theme is libera- 
tion, the breadth of issues attests to the range 
of activities that gays and lesbians arc in- 
volved in. 

Debate rages regarding what is politically 
correct for lesbians and gays to say or do, and 
is not likely to soon be resolved. While we do 
not wish to minimalize the experience of 
those gays and lesbians who choose not to be 
political, we believe that political action is 
essential. 

It is possible, however, for all people to 
gain at the very least an intellectual under- 
standing of homosexuality. It is by exposing 
people to topics too often suppressed or 
overlooked that we can help gays and 
straights, to achieve this kind of understand- 
ing. 



The co-ordinators 



Do we want 
our words back? 



Most gay and lesbian people would say 
their reaction to words like fag and dyke 
would depend on the context and by whom 
they aroused. 

Much debate has arisen in the gay and 
lesbian community on reclaiming words 
which have historically been used as terms of 
hatred or derision. Many women in the les- 
bian community say they have already re- 
claimed the word dyke and arc now using it 
with pride and strength. Similarly, it has been 
argued that when gay men use the terms fag 
or queer amongst themselves they can be 
used with affection and pride. 

In theory, if we use these terms enough, 
eventually they will lose their sting, and the 
bigots who would use these words to put us 
down will be left without the language to do 
so. By refusing to accept the label with shame, 
and by using it with pride, we would change 
the connotations of those terms to our advan- 
tage. In so doing we would also reaffirm our 
visibility and strength as a community. 

However, if, as gays and lesbians, we 
decide to adopt terms of hatred as our own, 
we should first ask ourselves why no other 
oppressed group in our society has ever done 
this successfully enough that the word could 
be used by “outsiders” without feelings of 
animosity or scepticism. 

Why then, do gay and lesbians think they 
can succeed at it? To use these words within 
ourcommunity and hope this kind of use will 
spread to the rest of society one day is an 
overly simplisitic strategy. 

To begin with, let’s look at the word fag. 
Its origin stems from the act of burning 
homosexuals at the stake using “fags" or 
bundles of slicks. More recently, its use has 
carried with it connotations of weakness, 
shame or stupidity, all somehow related to 
sexual orientation. 

It is hardly a symbol that we arc likely to 
easily transform into a term that can be used 
with strength and pride. Even if we are able 
to convince ourselves that this is how we are 
using the term (unlikely considering the in- 
ternalized self-hatred of many in our commu- 
nity), it is not likely that we will be comfort- 
able letting others use the term. 



The following scenario is an example of 
the supposed power of reclaiming terms. A 
verbal attacker yells “faggot! ” at a gay person 
on the street Instead of cowering in fear and 
denial, the person rcsponds“Damn right!”— 
a response meant to take the sting out of the 
attacker's comments. 

While this is a self-empowering response, 
it conveys only one of two important mes- 
sages. The first is that we not only refuse to 
deny but admit with pride that we arc gay. 
The second message, which we arc forget- 
ting, is that we refuse what is implied when 
they give us that label — that we are deviant, 
dirty and weak. 

The word dyke, admittedly, is a different 
maucr. It was used to ascribe images of 
strength and independence to lesbians when 
it was assumed no woman would want such 
qualities. Nowadays, strength and independ- 
ence arc welcome qualities for women , so the 
reclamation is more likely to succeed. 

We must ask ourselves, though, whether 
using these words in the mainstream media 
without an explanation of their metamorpho- 
sis is wise. If Joe or Alice average, not politi- 
cally enlightened on this subject, hear or see 
these words in everyday use they will con- 
tinue to associate them with a derogatory 
image of homosexuals. 

Of course we need to achieve more media 
visibility for gays and lesbians. Until we do, 
however, and until we use it to educate the 
publ ic at large on this process of scl f-empow- 
ennent, throwing around these words in public 
docs us more harm than good. 

Realistically, an intelligent response to 
verbal attacks on the street is not always 
possible. In the media it is easier. We should 
leam some lessons from our brothers and 
sisters in other oppressed groups. 

We should invent our own terms, like the 
African-American community has, and edu- 
cate society to use them. Bigots will always 
find words to put us down. Trying to change 
the meaning of terms as fast as our oppressors 
can invent them only keeps us forever on the 
defensive. 

John Miller 



Defining the lesbian ‘project’ 



So what is lesbianism anyway? women 
sleeping with women? women identifying 
with women spiritually, emotionally, sexu- 
ally and politically? women drawing their 
“strength, support and direction from other 
women," as Rita Mac Brown suggests? 

A distinction can be made between prac- 
tical and political lesbianism. Some women 
sleep with other women but don’t identify 
themselves as lesbians and would never at- 
tend a lesbian cultural or political event 
Some lesbians, such as Jill Johnston have 
claimed that “all women arc lesbians" and 
that lesbianism, a total woman-focus, is the 
only feasible option for feminists. Clearly, 
there is no single way to define lesbianism. 

Likewise, feminism is not monolithic. It 
encompasses a wide range of (often conflict- 
ing) views regarding the “true" feminist 
project. Certainly the terms lesbian and 
feminist are not interchangeable. Not all 
lesbians are feminists. Nor arc all feminists 
lesbians or even pro-lesbian. 

Just as branches of feminist thought (lib- 
eral, Marxist, socialist, and radical) have 
differcntagcndas, feminists themselves have 
a wide range of beliefs and priorities. For 



many contemporary thinkers, including 
Minnie Bruce Pratt and Bernice Johnson 
Rcagon, bell hooks and other Black femi- 
nists, feminism has evolved towards the 
development of a complete ontology. For 
these women, feminism is geared not only 
towards attaining liberation for women (for 
example, in the workplace) but aims to de- 
construct the entire patriarchal program. 

Historically, lesbian feminism has im- 
plied lesbian separatism, as represented by 
groups like The Furies, which have been 
active since the ’70s. The claims and dc- 
mandsofcarly lesbian separatists were timely. 
At this early stage, lesbians were concerned 
with discovering themselves and being rec- 
ognized as a political group. As is common in 
the early stages of any political struggle, 
naming and defining the situation (lesbian- 
ism) and the problems (lesbo/homophobia) 
were of primary importance. 

The aim of separatists, lesbian or other- 
wise, is to break away from the group that 
oppresses them. Separatism docs not correct 
the oppressive condition, it ghettoizes the 
separatists and alienates them from other 
oppressed groups. Just as a truly progressive 



feminist program must strive for more than 
the liberation of women, the lesbian agenda 
must work towards more than the emancipa- 
tion of lesbians. 

Our agenda must be comprehensive. The 
system which institutionalizes discrimina- 
tion against lesbians on the basis of their 
sexual preference and the domination of 
women according to their sex, is the same 
system which allows for the oppression and 
alienation of gay men, people of colour and 
othcrcthnicitics, differcndy-abled people and 
others. 

It is this paradigm of domination against 
which lesbians and feminists must struggle. 
Geraldine Finn offers the best definition of 
patriarchy: "an ideology of intentionally 
unequal social relations which arc necessar- 
ily hierachical, oppressive and fundamen- 
tally violent." It is not sufficient, then, to 
simply subvert the values upheld by patriar- 
chal society. A socially progressive project 
must move beyond plugging new values into 
an old formula. 

By working together, through coalition 
politics, lesbians and feminists and other 
people representing oppressed groups can 



make a consolidated effort to deconstruct the 
patriarchal society in which we now live. 

These groups must organize as a coalition 
in order to validate and address their particu- 
lar strengths, ex pericnccs and grievances. By 
definition a coalition is non-hicrarchical, 
avoiding the tokenization and prioritization 
of its component parts. 

Seeking their emancipation and self-de- 
termination, lesbians as members of this 
coalition, must be feminist. While the daily 
struggle of lesbians involves confronting 
lesbo/homophobia and hctcroscxism, it must 
also aim at the ultimate goal of destroying 
patriarchy. 

Similarly, feminists must be pro-lesbian 
since the oppression of individuals according 
to their sexual preferences is fundamentally 
incompatible with the interests of the femi- 
nist project. 

All groups which strive for an alternative 
to patriarchy must work together while as- 
serting that which makes them unique. Coa- 
lition politics, in recognizing the common 
origin of our oppression, provides us with a 
means to liberate ourselves and each other. 
Carol Lamarche AUana Murray 
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Loan administration fee 
hits Québec 



Meeting unites 
Québec students 



by Peter Clibbon 

With chants of “Solidarité” and 
“Non au Degcl" every student as- 
sociation in Québec agreed to unite 
in opposition to the government’s 
plans to increase university tuition 
fees and set a strike date of Febru- 
ary 27. 

Delegates from CEGEPs and 
universities belonging to Qudbcc’s 
two student unions, as well as inde- 
pendent student associations met 
in a gruelling 10 hour assembly 
Saturday at La Réunion Nationale 
du Mouvement Étudiant (RNME) 
to hammer out a joint platform of 
demands and a plan of action to 
oppose the impending tuition fee 
hikes. 

"The meeting was historic in the 
sense that for the first time ever, all 
60 Québec student associations 
agreed unanimously on one plat- 
form of demands from the govern- 
ment and almost everyone agreed 
to the plan of action," said 
1 ’Association des étudiantes et étu- 
diants du Québec (ANEHQ) 
spokesperson Jeff Begley. 

Vote to strike 

Delegates voted overwhelm- 
ingly in favour of calling for an 
unlimited strike beginning Febru- 
ary 27, but a double majority con- 
dition was added, requiring at least 
half of university associations and 
half of CEGEP associations to 
accept the strike in their own gen- 
eral assemblies before it could go 
ahead. 

UQAM insistence over this 
strike condition made it more popu- 
lar to delegates than ANEEQ's 
minimum strike requirement of 20 
CEGEPS and three universities. 
UQAM said it would be reluctant 
to be the only university on strike 
as happened during the strike of 
1986, and that UQAM students 
needed assurance they would not 
be striking alone. 

"If we don’t have the double 
majority, this will not be a ‘gen- 
eral’ strike. To be efficient, we need 
an efficient action,” said UQAM 
delegate André Gagnon. 

McGill students voted against 
participating in the province-wide 
strike in a general assembly last 
week. 

"Only three associations were 
against a strike, while 1 2 abstained. 
The fact that 34 student associa- 
tions supported the call for an un- 
limited student strike is a good 
indication of how unified the stu- 
dent movement is after this assem- 



bly," said McGill Students’ Soci- 
ety VP external John Fox. 

The abstentions were made by 
associations unsure of their posi- 
tion towards the strike or awaiting 
general assemblies and referenda 
decisions. 

Fox proposed that student asso- 
ciations should take action to pro- 
test those administrations which 
have supported tuition fee hikes. 
McGill students voted to take di- 
rect action against their admini- 
stration at the same general assem- 
bly last week. 

The ANEEQ-FEEQ march 
beginning at McGill’s Roddick 
gates was confirmed for February 
14 and a motion was passed en- 
couraging participants to bring 
sound making devices and to wear 
outrageous clothing. 

February 21 was designated as a 
national day of action where stu- 
dent associations will independ- 
ently organize events demonstrat- 
ing opposition to tuition fee in- 
creases. A mass mock marriage 
was proposed that would illustrate 
the problems relating to the 
government’s definition of inde- 
pendent status by the loan and 
bursary program. Delegates also 
supported a motion to hold a vigil 
at the February 24 General Council 
of the Québec Liberal party. 

Delegates voted not to dabble 
with conflicting visions of free 
education in favour of a solid block 
of opposition against the tuition fee 
hikes. 

"We kept to points that every- 
one could agree on because every- 
one has the will to keep unity in the 
student movement. UQAM sup- 
ports free education, but all of us (at 
the RNME) arc primarily against a 
tuition fee increase," said Gagnon. 

The nccccsity of student unity 
was stressed throughout the assem- 
bly. Countless speakers praised the 
common front and the fact that uni- 
versities, including McGill, are 
finally working with the rest of 
Québec students. 

An obligatory direct tax on cor- 
porations, government compensa- 
tion for previous budget cuts and a 
study into more efficient manage- 
ment of universities were proposed 
by la federation des étudiantes et 
étudiants du Québec (FEEQ) and 
appended to the demand of guard- 
ing the tuition freeze. However, the 
post-graduation tax was not put on 
the platform of demands after lively 
debate threatened to split the as- 
sembly. 



by Stephanie Conway 

The recently announced three 
percent administration fee on 
Canada Student Loans is one more 
threat to accessible education in 
Canada — and Québec university 
students are not exempt from its 
effects. 

The fee was implemented by the 
government "to encourage respon- 
sible borrowing and deter loan 
defaults," said Treasury Board 
President Robert de CotreL 

The Québec government opted 
out of the Canada Student Loan 
(CSL) program in 1966, preferring 
to funnel federal transfer payments 
into its own loan and bursary pro- 
gram. 

But students from outside 
Québec with Canada Student Loans 
will be affected by the administra- 
tion fcc.Twcnty per ccntof McGill 
students arc from other Canadian 
provinces. 

Josette Côté, Secretary General 
of l'Association nationale des étu- 
diantes et étudiants du Québec 
(ANEEQ) warned that the Québec 
government might introduce simi- 
lar fees on the provincial loans and 
bursaries system. 

“The administration fee is an 
example of what could happen in 
Québec, even though it’s not on the 
table now," she said. 

According to Students’ Society 



VP External John Fox, the Society 
will not address the problem, though 
they recognize the impact it will 
have on many McGill students. 

"We only have so many re- 
sources, and fighting tuition fees is 
more important right now," said 
Fox. 

ANEEQ VP External Jeff 
Begley said, "The administration 
fee is indicative of the whole strat- 
egy of Federal and Provincial 
Governments. This is part of the 
whole picture. But we don’t always 
have the time and resources to do a 
profound debate on every aspect of 
inaccessibility." 

Fox said the fee, which will take 
effect august 1 , 1 99 1 , is a symptom 
of the current trend of government 
solutions to underfunding, includ- 
ing tuition fee hikes and the GST. 

The administration fee contra- 
dicts the CSL’s objective to pro- 
vide financial assistance to those in 
need, according to Caroline Louli, 
communications officer for the 
Canadian Federation of Students . 

"We’re already mortgaging our 
futures for an education," said 
Louli. 

The Federation will demand a 
rescindment of the proposal in early 
March at a meeting of the CSL 
Advisory Group. At present, they 
are lobbying to raise awareness 
across the country. 

The problem of loan defaulting 



has become an increasing concern 
over the last few years as funding 
of bursaries has been replaced by 
loans, said Côté. In the last three 
years, the loan debt has risen 35 
per cent in Québec, five per cent of 
which cannot be payed back at all. 

“Slapping on a three percent 
tax is not going to keep people from 
defaulting, it’s going to make them 
default faster," said Louli. 

The Government rationale for 
the tax is that "any service provided 
to a narrowly defined public, such 
as students, should be payed for by 
that public," said Treasury Board 
spokesperson Craig Lee. 

The annual value of CSL de- 
faults has tripled in the last five 
years to $150 million dollars. Lee 
said the fee is one of many govern- 
ment initiatives to cut $1.4 billion 
in spending. 

“We don’t expect any change in 
the numberof loans,” said Lee. The 
new fee will create a revenue of 
$60 million per year. 

According to statisticscompilcd 
by the Canadian Federation of 
Students, one out of five students 
with Canada Student Loans will 
graduate with loans in excess of 
$10 000. In 1987-88 alone, Canada 
Student Loans were given out to 
221 268 Canadian students. The 
new fee would add $300 debt to a 
$10 000 loan. 



Grads brief Ryan 

hv Tim Prvnr nanHIrlofa an/1 rnmw»# A.kiImI!*. . . . 



by Tim Pryor 

McGill graduate students will 
present education funding alterna- 
tives to the Québec Comm ission on 
Loans and Bursaries next week. 

At a press conference last 
Wednesday, Post Graduate Stu- 
dents’ Society VP External Eric 
Daricr discussed the proposals that 
will appear before Québcc’s Par- 
liamenary Commission on Loans 
and Bursaries from February 21 to 
the first week of March. 

The proposals are in response to 
the provincial government’s plan 
to raise tuition fees and reform the 
student loans and bursaries system. 

The Grad Society recommends 
a Commission of Inquiry consist- 
ing of students, university, busi- 
ness and Trade Union representa- 
tives working to arbitrate tuition 
fee as well as loan and bursary 
issues. It would act as an updated 
version of the original commission 
formed in Québec in the late 1960s, 
according to Daricr. 

Daricr also recommended an al- 
ternative bursary system similar to 
the Australian model. Australia 
avoids a loan program altogether 
students pay for University educa- 
tion only after they begin earning a 
salary of at least $22 000 a year — 
the equivalent of (he Australian na- 
tional average income. Graduates 
who earn below the national aver- 
age don’t pay at all. 

McGill Political Science PhD 



candidate and former Australian 
teacher Ruth Abbey said Canadi- 
ans should seriously consider adopt- 
ing Austrialia’s system. “Even af- 
ter the fee increase, Québec is ask- 
ing only 15 per cent of total educa- 
tion costs while Australia is asking 
20 percent (of education costs) 
from its students,” Abbey said. 

The set of proposals arises as a 
result of what Darier considers 
insufficient government subsidies. 
“An expected 5 per cent cut in pro- 
vincial subsidies to universities 
would cancel the extra revenue 
which might have been raised from 
the fee increases," said Daricr. 

In addition, Daricr said a reform 
of the province’s funding formula 
will provide $20 million, which is 
well below Québec universities' 
request of $150 million. 

The education minister’s press 
attaché, Luc Rhéaume insisted the 
government is already investing 
substantial funds into the univer- 
sity system. “We have given $55 
million since 1986, "Rhéaumcsaid. 
He added the 5 per cent provincial 
budget cut was only hypothetical 
and budget cuts would only arise 
out of a per capita decrease in stu- 
dent enrollment. 

Rhéaume also discredited stu- 
dents’ claim that raised tuition fees 
would enable the govement to 
decrease its educational subsidies. 
He said there is a direct link be- 
tween increased fees and education 
benefits, stating that 80 per cent of 



the tuition fee increase would go to 
universities while20 per cent would 
go to student loans. 

Darier’s proposal was also criti- 
cal of the loan and bursary system 
in the proposed reform of Bill 25. 
He said the Bill fails to address is- 
sues ofstudcntfinancial autonomy, 
dccreasingUniversity participation 
in the program, and the potential of 
an enormous personal student debt. 

. "A PhD student could end up 
with a $40 000 debt," said Darier. 

Rhéaume disagreed. “Usually 
students don’t need loans for 12 
years , usually thcreareothcrmcans 
ofpaymcnu" Hccitcd paid research 
as a possible example. 

Rhéaume defended the Bill. In 
order to give indépendant status to 
all studcnts,Rhéaunecxp!aincd that 
it would cost $400 million more 
than the present $260 million, 
making it ’The most generous 
system in North America." 

Despite its proposals, the PGSS 
statement may have difficulty in 
gaining recognition in Québcc’s 
Parliamentary Commission on 
Loans and Bursaries. Luc Rhéaume 
was unaware of both the Post 
Graduate Students’ Society state- 
ment as well as the Australian pro- 
posal. 

Eric Daricr didn’t seem both- 
ered by this. “Our document is there 
even if it doesn’t go through," he 
said. 
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Gay/lesbian staff association bom 



by Eric Smith 

A new association is being 
formed at McGill for lesbian and 
gay staff. 

GALEM (Gay and Lesbian 
Employees of McGill) will be open 
to all McGill staff who are lesbian, 
gay or bisexual. 

According to Richard Cooper, 
founding member and Religious 
Studies faculty lecturer, “The chief 
purpose of GALEM is to examine 
particular practices to make sure 
there are no violations of gay and 
lesbian rights and no discrimina- 
tion.” 

Robert Head, also a founding 
member of GALEM said, “Gay 
and lesbian employees in the uni- 



versity would like to change the 
way we are perceived on campus 
and how this perception affects our 
promotablity and the quality of the 
work environment." 

Head who works in the admis- 
sions office at McGill said, "Since 
I came out at work, I have felt that 
some individual colleagues are 
uncomfortable with my sexual ori- 
entation so that it has created ten- 
sion in the workplace." 

Grievances may currently be 
registered through McGill's staiT 
associations and unions, but there 
is no body that is representative of 
McGill's lesbian and gay staff. 

''MUNASA(McGill University 
Non-Academic Staff Association) 
is extremely supportive," said Head 



who is discussing his grievances 
and the creation of GALEM with 
the association. 

Long-term issues that GALEM 
may address include the institution 
of affirmative action for lesbians 
and gay men in McGill’s hiring 
policy and the extension of spousal 
benefits to lesbian and gay staff and 
their life partners. 

There is no stated protection of 
the rights of lesbian and gay staff in 
McGill’s charter although there is a 
non-discrimation clause in the 
Qudbcc Charter of Rights that 
addresses sexual orientation. 

According to Cooper those who 
arc currently involved insetting u[ 
GALEM have all "from time tc 
time experienced attitude and be- 
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God’s gay-bashers 



by Padraic Brake 

HALIFAX (CUP) — Lesbian 
and gay groups have condemned a 
Halifax conference for people 
“desiring freedom from homosexu- 
ality" as homophobic. 

Two Halifax religious groups, 
thelnter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship and the New Beginnings 
Ministry, hosted the conference 
“Homosexuality and the Church" 
January 20 at the World Trade and 
Convention Centre. 

A minister with Dalhousie 
University’s Christian ministry de- 
scribed the conference as a 
gay-bashing event 

And Robert Allen, a representa- 
tive of the Persons With AIDS 
Coalition (PWAC), said New 
Beginnings’ message is similar to 
holocaustrevisionist Jim Keegstra. 

“I find it disturbing that such a 
group even exists, and that they 
provide this type of service," Allen 
said. “It’s based on the premise that 
homosexuality is some kind of sin.” 
"The Bible is used against many 
groups, including women, blacks 



in South Africa, and lesbians and 
gays,” he said. “The real illness is 
the pathology of homophobia." 

A promotional pamphlet for the 
conference described New Begin- 
nings member and conference 
speaker Pat Allen as "released from 
homosexuality." 

Another speaker, Walter 
Schlcch, gave a seminar on “the 
psychological and spiritual impli- 
cations for people with AIDS ,” said 
conferenceorganizerBarrettHome. 

The pamphlet said Schlech is a 
“committed Christian and elder at 
the First Congressional Church of 
Halifax." The FC Church left the 
United Church after it decided to 
allow the election of lesbian or gay 
ministers. 

“Schlech's seminar is based on 
the whole idea of AIDS being God’s 
wrath on gays," said Allen. 

Schlech is also a professor of 
Medicine at Dalhousie University 
and sitson the federal government's 
National Advisory Council on 
AIDS. 

According to Peter Wood, a 
member of the PWAC, the seminar 



was moved from Su Paul’s Angli- 
can Church after he complained to 
the Bishop it appeared the Church 
was supporting the conference and 
thereby condemning gays. Confer- 
ence organizers say the move was a 
purely practical one, for space con- 
siderations. . 

A meeting convened by the 
McGill Christian Fellowship with 
Revcrand John Howard from New 
Beginnings Ministry last March 
stirred up similar controversy on 
the McGill campus. 

Howard’s talk, about his own 
life as an “ex-gay" and how homo- 
sexuals can be healed and have 
“wholeness" restored, offended 
members of Gays and Lesbians of 
McGill (GALOM), the Women’s 
Union, and interested bystanders. 
Then-GALOM co-ordinator Ian 
Blair said, “I think things like this 
push people into the closet, where 
AIDS breeds." 

And some churches in 
Montreal's 'gay ghetto’ are said to 
specialize in ‘conversions’ — 
'healing' gays and lesbians through 
faith. 



haviour which indicate there is not 
complete freedom and respect for 
gay and lesbian people in the uni- 
versity." 

Cooper added, “I have experi- 
enced certain expressions of anti- 
gay sentiment from staff and stu- 
dents.” 

GALEM's First meeting will be 



held at 17h30 on February 21 in 
Union 417. All lesbian, gay and 
bisexual staff at McGill are wel- 
come to participate in the discus- 
sion of the Statement of Principles 
(see sidebar), the organization’s 
mandate and the election for ex- 
ecutive positions. 



McGill will host 
academic panel 



by Sam Buggelln 

This Thursday evening, four or 
Five McGill professors will sit on a 
panel at the forum On Being a Gay 
Academic. 

The panel will respond to a se- 
ries of prepared questions on topics 
concerning the homosexual faculty 
member— about gay-related re- 
search, administration altitudes and 
problems, and exactly how “out” 
one can afford to be. 

There will also be a more infor- 
mal debate, with members of the 
panel Fielding questions from the 
audience and exchanging ideas. 
Panel members will probably talk 
about their personal experiences 
and there will not be any heterosex- 
ual psychologists or sociologists 
presenting their recent paper on 
"The Homosexual in a University 
Setting." 

Organizer Gary Le Tourneau 
feels very strongly about this last 
point, having deliberately sought 
out only gay professors to sit on the 
panel: “It was important to me that 
this discussion be personal, and not 
an academic, clinical one.” He said 
that while studying homosexuality 
from a clinical standpoint may in 
the long run help us to gain a better 
understanding of ourselves, it un- 
avoidably causes a distorted per- 
ception of gayness as an abnormal- 
ity or a disease. This fact is clearly 
evident in the McGill Department 
of Psychology, whose undergradu- 
ate course entitled “Abnormal Psy- 
chology" covers a number of pa- 
pers on homosexuality, if not as a 
problem to overcome, at least as an 
unnatural, alien phenomenon. 

Le Tourneau said that he had a 
lot of trouble actually Finding gay 
professors that were “out" enough 
to participate. “Since this is my 
First year at McGill, all I could do 
was ask around everywhere for 
people who had or knew of a gay 
professor." 

Even having found enough will- 
ing professors to make up the panel, 
the limitations and repressions 
placed on homosexuals are appar- 
ent There are, for example, no 
lesbians on the panel, “because I 
just couldn’t get any leads on gay 
women professors,” said Le 
Tourneau. Evidently, there are les- 
bians on facility, but they must be 
keeping their sexual orientation 
quiet, undoubtedly in part because 
of possible repercussions. 

Another problem is the distribu- 
tion of panel members across the 
academic spectrum. Perhaps not 
surprisingly, all of the professors 



on the panel arc in the humanities 
and social sciences. Anyone want- 
ing information on what it is to be 
a gay math or engineering profes- 
sor will not get any First-hand ac- 
counts from this forum. But the 
conspicuous absence of any will- 
ing professors in these Fields per- 
haps speaks more loudly than their 
presence would have. 

Le Toumcau said that he does 
not wish to release the names or de- 
partments of those on the panel for 
publication, because “it wasn’t my 
intention to create a list of gay aca- 
demics." 

Asked about his reasons for or- 
ganizing such a forum, LeToumeau 
cited problems (hat he had atUBC 
when presenting a musicology 
paper that many faculty members 
perceived as having overly strong 
homosexual overtones. He admit- 
ted that in large part, the panel will 
satisfy his own curiosity: do gay 
faculty members have similar troub- 
les in researching homosexual 
aspects of their own Field, or are 
they even interested? 

How out of the closet is it pos- 
sible to be as a professorat a Major 
North American university? “I 
know that as a masters' student, I 
am completely open about my sexu- 
ality," said Le Tourneau. “Any- 
body who knows me knows that 
I’mgay.andit'snotaproblem. But 
I’ve never heard a professor men- 
tion casually to a class that he or she 
was gay. Does becoming faculty 
involve climbing back into a 
closet?” 

Le Tourneau also plans to look 
at our basic academic methods as 
part of the discussions. “The 
women’s movement, in looking at 
the traditional scholarly methodol- 
ogy, realized that it was in many 
ways fundamentally sexist, and 
would have to undergo radical 
changes,” he said. “I’d like to raise 
the problem of hetcrosexism as a 
similar problem in the university 
community." 

Many gay professionals hold the 
view that 'we’re the same as you 
except in bed, so why should it af- 
fect my work?’ “But that’s the 
great lie," said LeToumeau. "If it 
were such a simple issue, why has 
there been so little research and 
writing? Why should it be impos- 
sible to get a thesis approved with 
the word ’camp’ in the title?" The 
panel will clearly be addressing a 
very importantandmuch-neglcctcd 
issue, ami it promises to be a fasci- 
nating evening. Discussionbegins 
at 19h in room 425-26 of the Union 
building, on February 15. 
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Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 



17:00- 18:00 hrs, 
17:00- 18:00 hrs, 
17:00- 18:00 hrs, 
17:00- 18:00 hrs, 
16:00- 17:00 hrs, 
12:00- 13:00 hrs, 
12:00 -13:00 hrs, 



The Total Workout is a high energy, one (1) hour aerobics class. Upbeat 
music, dynamic instructors and a total body workout is guaranteed to get 

you into shape. Participants should come prepared to sweat. 

■ 

Tickets go on sale in the Sir Arthur Currie Gymnasium 
45 minutes before class... Cost $1.00 



Be There Or Be 
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Un Bar Inedit 

Happy Hour 

(day & night) 

ALL WEEK 

(except Friday & Saturday night) 

14 Eit| Rue Prince-Arthur 



COPYING AND PRINTING 

2075 University 982-9499 

(South of Sherbrooke -Mezz.) 

2075 Mansfield 842-4401 
OPEN EVENINGS & SATURDAYS 
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Assessors 



The Assessors are authorized 
to hear complaints on 
incidents ol sexual harass- 
ment and are available 
to give advice to the 
comploinanls and attempt 
an informal resolution of the 
complaint. Any member 
or members of the University 
community may initiate a 
complaint ol sexual 
harassment before any 
assessor. 

Professor Carman Miller has 
recently been appointed 
to succeed Professor Morion 
Weinfeld as one of the four 
Assessors to hear complaints 
of sexual harassment. He 
may be contacted as follows: 

Professor Cormon Miller 
Department of History, 
Leacock Building, 398-4863 



You ore once again reminded 
of the names ofthe other 
three assessors: 

Professor Patricia Wells 
School of Physical and 
Occupation Health 
Davis House 
398-4508 

Ms. JoanBénéleau 
Faculty ol Education 
3700 McTavish Street 
398-6746 

Professor Katrine Stewart 
Department of Plant Science 
Raymond Building 
Mocdonold College 
398-7865 
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89 . 00 $ 



Grand Safe* Rafph Extra 

Spheral Women's & Men's Hairstylis ts Special 
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Perm or Modelling 
including cut/blow dry | 
rinse and styling, S25 



<£15 Shampoo, cut, wash, & blow dry <£iq 



for her 






680 Sherbrooke 

(corner University, next to McGill) 



for him 



Wordstar S.5 is a pimcrlul word ’publishcr/proccssm' 
ami alxi very easy in use and learn. Here is some «I the 
features available: 

cj The unly word pineessor that ean perform IIXP. nf 
their eommands Imm Ihe keyboard home row. 

u Pull down menus (supports mice), 
o Integration and ercaliun uf graphies in your text, 
a Best page pres less; Truc WYSIWYO. 
u Compatible with other popular «sord proevsvns. 

a Ciinnctlixiiy. impotts Hies Irom dBase II/III/+, Lotus 
I -2-.V Quattro, cle... no coivcriion. 



WordStar 5.5 est un puissant traitement de texte et 
d'images tifs laeile 3 utiliser et 1 apprendre. Volet 
((uelijues fonctions dis|Niniblc: 

a L'unique tiailcmcnl de lexle dont Ini'; des 

commandes peustnl flic faites de la rangée evnttalc 
du clavier. 

u Menus de'roulanls (supporte les soutis). 

a Integration et création de graphiques A cotre texte. 

□ La meilleure equalisation des pages; Vrai 
WYSIWYG. 

o Compatibilité asee les Irailcmenls de texte populaires. 

a Connectix ilc 1 ; importation de Itchiers dBase II/III/+. 
Lotus 1-2-1. Qualtto, etc... uni convcnion. 



COME AND SEE, LET US SHOW YOU WHAT 
WORDSTAR S.5 IS ALL ABOUTI 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO KNOW HOW MANY WORDS 
PER MINUTE YOU TYPE. COME AND TRY THE 
WORDSTAR CHALLENGE. YOU WOULD BE 
SUPRISEDI 

VENEZ VOIR. LAISSEZNOUS VOUS MONTREZ CE OU EST 
WORDSTARS SI 

SI VOUS AIMERIEZ CONNAITRE VOTRE VITESSE DE 
FRAPPE. VENEZ ESSAIER LE DEFI WORDSTAR. IVUS 
SEREZ SURPRIS 1 



Availablo at /Disponible chez. 

Les Services d'ordinateurs I 



Computer Services | 

DIVISION 0€ COflONET tlCCTRONiOUE 

RICHARD BARRY 

414 McGill 

Montréal. P.Q. HZY 2G1 
téta (514) 393-1540 
fax: (514) 393-9954 



Keep Your Hands Where They Belong! 

Gardez Vos Mains Où Elles Doivent Être ! 



COIFFURE ESTHETIQUE 

1 484 Sherbrooke Ouest. Montreal 

20% discount 935-5175 

iHg^liMlgnselected stylists and technicians 
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When will 

justice be adopted? 

Québec law says that same-sex couples have the same 
rights as straight couples. But for couples trying to adopt a 
child from an ever smaller pool of babies, equality before the 
law doesn't always mean true equality. 

Many social workers agree that same-sex couples, however 
stable and reliable, are last on their list of preferred adoptive 
parents. With at least one hundred eligible families for every 
baby, gay would-be parents find themselves out of the picture 
altogether. 

by Jeanne Iribarne • • .. 

With files from CKUT radio's Dykes on Mykes 
Competition is fierce, according to the In an interview with Ms. magazine, the 
co-ordinatorof adoption at Villo-Maricsocial new parent explained “we wanted to make 
services, who preferred his name not be used, sure that if Lisa (the birth mother) died or was 
In their effort to find the “best possible" seriously injured, the baby would be with me, 
parents for a child, the agency looks for a her other mother." semination. The only hospital in Montréal Countries with babies available for adop- 

te income and a stable domestic situ- Many adoption agencies in the United that performs artificial inseminations, the tion,likeIndiaandVictnam(themainsuppli- 
ation, usually with two, married partners. States arc beginning to recognize that chang- Royal Vic, has a policy against inseminating ers for US parents) have tighter restrictions 
In the hypothetical case of a choice be- ing family units require new adoption poli- single women. — that the couple be married and, by impli- 

tween a straight and gay couple, all other cics. They have slowly admitted single par- In Canada, because there are simply fewer cation, straight 
factors being equal, the child “would un- ents, parents with limited economic means, babies, the inroads for gay and lesbian couples Gays and lesbians already fa ce great ob- 

doubtcdly be placed in a heterosexual fam- and physically-disabled people. Now, they are very slight Adoption by openly gay par- stacles bringing up children in a heterosexual 
ily," said the Ville-Marie co-ordinator. arc considering openly gay and lesbian ents cannot be specifically prohibited in society. Yet under the current adoption sys- 
"Th is choice reflects the values of society, couples. But the real impetus for the change (^jdbcc, because the QudbccChartcrofRights tern, the right to parent is in addition a right 
and also decreases the unusualCircumstanccs in attitude in the U.S. has been the growing prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex- that must be bestowed, leaving such couples 
the child would encounter," he said. Since numbcrsof’spccialnceds’babics— children ual orientation. But that provision doesn’t at the mercy of“thc values ofsocicty”, as the 
adoption is already an unusual circumstance, nobody wants. exist in the Canadian Charter, so other prov- co-ordinator at Ville-Marie called it 

social workers try to minimize further diffi- While there are 100 applicants for every inccs can enact discriminatory legislation. The co-ordinator said that in cases of 

cullies. healthy white baby, healthy white babies The Saskatchewan government recently sexual abuse of adopted children, the public 

Right now, Québec social service agen- makcuplcssthanonc-thirdofihcU.S.adop- appointed a Christian fundamentalist group outcry would be one hundred times worse if 

cics don’t often have to make that choice. In lion pool. Of the 60 000 children adopted by to act as its adoption agency. In effect, it pri- the couple were gay. “We would be crucified 
the year and a half this co-ordinator has been U.S. families in 1988, about 20 000 were vatized adoption, the first Canadian body to as social service agents," he said, 
head ofadoption.no gay couples have come minorityor’spccialnccds’childrcn.andabout doso. This irrational and unfounded fear that 

forward to adopt. But, he says, that’s proba- 10 000 were from abroad. The government was questioned as to gay people are more prone to pcdophiliac 

bly because they arc discouraged when they Also, recent estimates predict the number why they decided to choose this particular impulses, or that the public is more likely to 

come to preliminary sessions. of newborns infected with HIV reaching group above others, and why a gay and les- react with horror if the abuse is same-sex, 

Even so, increasing numbers of gay and 20000 by 1991, giving adoption agencies biangroupcouldnotactasanadoptionagenL plays a large role in the reluctance to place 
lesbians elsewhere arc succeeding in legally new reasons to worry. The Saskatchewan Government’s Social children with gay and lesbian couples, 

adopting children. In most cases, they adopt One adoption agency in New York has Services Minister replied, “I don’t believe Gay and lesbian couples have proven time 

a child they have already been fostering for 8 0nc 0l ) 1 °f ils wa y to recruit gay couples, homosexuals should be allowed to adopt and time again their ability to parent, and 
many years, or else a child no one else wants. According to one social worker, "we have children in this province, and that is the state their stability as couples, which is as great as 
In January, two lesbians in San Francisco recruited single (gay) men because many or 0 f adoption right now. We have more stable amongst straights. This Afagazine cites a study 
formally adopted the HIV-infected infant item °rc not afraid of AIDS. We also find families lining up for adoption and we be- conducted at the University of Regina which 
they had already housed for two years. Even men very nurturing parents." lieve we should do what is best for children." shows gay people can and have raised chil- 

then, Milie Jcsscn and Sue Pavlicc had to Lesbian groups point out that while such Premier Grant Devine was more blunt. “ drcn as capably as straights do. 
fight the Californian Department of Social adoptions represent a step forward for gay Put it this way," he said. "They (gay people) Mona Acker and Sheila Branick (two 

Services, which initially denied their appli- parents, they accentuate the difficulties two would be way down the list.” social work professors) quoted a “series of 

cation. women have in raising children. Gay male When couples cannot have children them- suidiesdoneofthiity-sevenstraightandforty- 

In a similar case, two Washington women couples, who are statistically more likely to selves, are unsuccesfu! in the state adoption three lesbian mothers between 1979and 1981. 
recently became the legal parents of a have higher incomes, present a ‘better’ fam- system, or simply refuse to wait, they often The study indicated that the children of les- 
two-ycar old girl. One member of the couple ily unit for the chid. turn to ‘international adoption’. For gay and bian mothers had the same male-female 

gave birth to the child (initiated by artificial In addition, some sec a prejudice against lesbian couples, this is not a realistic option, behaviour and psychological makeup as 
insemination) and then wanted to have her female couples, whom they claim could have regardless of whether or not they think it children of single mothers and hetrosexual 
partner recognized as the legal mother. their own natural children via artificial in- ethical. couples.” 

Gay and lesbian rights fragile in Canada 

by Pat Johnson Four years later, these proposals eviction and refusal ot accomoda- related to us by homosexuals in The failure to act on the report 

have yet to be implemented. lion, non-recognition of long-stand- different ports of the country," the sends a different, worrisome mes- 

In December 1985, John Primarily, thcl985reportcalIcd ing same-sex relationships and the members wrote. “We heard about sage. 

Crosbic, then Justice Minister, for an end to discriminatory hiring resultant loss of economic bene- the harassment of and violence Recently, some politicians have 

plcdgcd’that the federal Govern- practices in federal jurisdiction, and fits, not to mention the unquantifi- committed against homosexuals, sent out the message that gays and 

ment would take "whatever mcas- called for the inclusion of sexual able psychological effects of dis- We were told in graphic detail about lesbians arc less deserving of equal- 

urcs are necessary to ensure that orientation protection in the Cana- crimination on individuals. physical abuse and psychological ity than other Canadians. One MP 

sexual orientation is a prohibited dian Human Rights Act. The ‘Equality’ report marked oppression suffered by has spoken in the House of Corn- 

ground of discrimination in rcla- Today, Canadians in seven prov- the Canadian government's first homosexua!s...(and) of severe mons against equality in the hiring 

lion to all areas of federal jurisdic- incesandthcNorthwcstTcrritorics attempt to address the issue of employment and housing prob- practicesoftheRCMP.rcferringto 

t ; on " still have no explicit protection in homophobia in a comprehensive lems." his homosexual constituents as 

Crosbic’s statement followed the any legislation against heterosex- way. In addition, the members of Not only should the federal Gov- “fairies". BritishColumbiaPremicr 

release of the 'Equality for All’ ism and homophobia. the committee were made aware - eminent implement the fundamen- Bill Vander Zalm condemned 

report, handed down by a tri-partitc Implementation of the report’s many for the first time - of the tal protections proposed by the Svend Robinson as a poor role 

Parliamentary committee, which recommendations would be an nature of bigotry experienced by committee, but it must appear to do model for young Canadians, and 

citcdnumcrousarcaswhcrcthegov- important step in ending discrimi- gays and lesbians in Canada. so for the right reasons. This would Saskatchewan Premier Grant 

emment could end institutionalized nation which permits loss of cm- “We were shocked by a number send a message to Canadians that Dcvirie equated gays with bank rob- 
prejudiceagainstlcsbiansandgays. ployment, loss of child custody, of experiences of unfair treatment anti-gay bigotry is unacceptable. continued on page 10 
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Educating to 

liberate 

Only since as late as 1969 and the Stonewall riots, North 
American lesbians and gay men have organized around a gay 
liberation movement. What have we accomplished in these 
two decades? The sense of pride that began to emerge within 
the gay community in thé 70's turned to anguish for many in 
the 80's with the onslaught of AIDS. It is hard for a commu- 
nity to fight for liberation and survival at the same time. In the 
1990s the challenge to our community is the need to rein- 
force the gains of this period with academic recognition of 
our culture and history. 



by Gary Le Tourneau 



Tuesday, February 13, 1990 



But the history of gay men and lesbians — 
their influence and importance — has been 
ignored by governments and academics. The 
few studies done have been concentrated 
within psychology or psychiatry, emphasiz- 
ing the stereotype of homosexuality as a 
mental illness. 

Only recently have important studies been 
collected and published, books like Hidden 
front History: Reclaiming the Gay and Les- 
bian Past have begun to address the issue of 
institutionalized anti-gay attitudes. 

An interview with musicologist Philip 
Brett of the University of California at 
Berkeley appeared a few years ago in an issue 
of Christopher Street — a gay life magazine. 
In the article, Homosexuality and Music, 
Professor Brett wrote about the reluctance of 
academia to deal with the question of homo- 
sexuality and music. 

“The trouble is that our field is so domi- 
nated by certain concepts of what musical 
scholarship consists of — powerfully main- 
tained by the Eastern Establishmcn t," he said. 

His bias toward the East Coast network 
notwithstanding, he makes an importantpoint 
on the overall reluctance of institutions of 
supposed higher learning to accept points of 
view that do not follow the hctcroscxist line. 

“We need our heritage, we need the straight 
world to know whose music they arc using. 
It’s time for poor old Tchaikovsky to retire. 
For so long he and his ‘homosexual tragedy’ 






symphony were all there was to our music,” 
Brett said. 

Brett points to (a now rather well known) 
paper by Maynard Solomon on Schubert and 
his sexuality, originally published in the 
psychoanalytic journal American Imago in 
1981. It took almost a full decade for this 
article to appear in a musicology journal. It 
was not until 1989 that a re-worked version 
of it appeared in Nineteenth Century Music. 
The message is clear that as far as academic 
research is concerned, homosexuality and its 
contributions to culture belong in psychol- 
ogy journals but not in journals devoted to the 
arts. 

Currently in graduate schools the idea of 
discussing ‘gay sensibility’ and its influence 
on the arts is severely constrained. I recall 
broaching the subject of Beethoven’s sexual- 
ity in a seminar recently, asking whether his 
relationships with his nephew and the Arch- 
duke Rudolph may need to be re-examined 
in light of Solomon’s discoveries regarding 
Schubert I suggested that the motivation 
behind the creation of certain works should 
be reinterpreted. The professor responded 
that Solomon had discovered that Schubert 
was a member of a “homosexual gang that 
roamed around Vienna” in the early part of 
the nineteenth century. 

I’m sure the professor’s dismissal of my 
question was not meant as an anti-gay reply. 
But it docs point out the difficulty of discuss- 
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by Bill Dunn lesbian studies after World War II. Devas- 

tated gay and lesbian people sought to under- 
Totgeslagen. Totgeschwiegen. (“Beaten stand the extent of the Nazi atrocities against 



: are inscribed on plaques in former Nnii derails of the Holocaust were revealed, 
concentration camps, and are dedicated to Mostfell'h* u* 

Ihrsra. urkn .nfWH enri rilnri J» .U. .1. 
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Totgcslagen refers to the violent attacks reflection of social attitudes whlcl 
inflicted upon us, Totgeschwiegen to the way isted for many years and wE 
wo arc often forgotten and ignored. One way today; Along with the post-war rr 
in which gay and lesbian people work against for the rights of gay and Jesbian pec 
the forces which leave us totgeschwiegen is the field of gay and lesbian studie 
through the newly emerging field of gay and examined cover the range of acader 




Humanitarian Committee. He was guided by rapidly expanding interdisciplinaiy/fiel 

IKa flcciimnlinn ttin* kAmiwavitAlStu him. «h J.t : j . « 



the assumption that homosexuality was an Research and debates are coqdi 




British composer Benjamin Britten, with his lover Peter Pears. 



: acceptance. ganized, some arc officially recognized, 

In 1933 Hirschfcld’s research was dc- degree-granting departments. The McGill 
; strayed by the Nazis. Ironically, the Nazi ’ group be^jmt thUyear andmectsThurs- 
inovemcntledtoth ore-cmetgen ceofgayand days, at 1 7h at the Yellow Door. . 



ing the subject in the academic environment 
The negation of the importance of homo- 
sexuality to arts and culture is something that 
keeps us from celebrating our history (as 
deep and rich and varied as that of other 
minority groups) and instilling a sense of 
pride in our accomplishments and contribu- 
tions. 

The attitude of academia is not solely 
applied against those wishing to pursue re- 
search in gay studies, but historically to other 
minorities and non-minorities, like women. 
The whole of feminist studies, which has 
provided many stimulating and important 
contributions to cultural criticism, has 
struggled for many years to research and 
document (and have taken seriously in aca- 
demia) the history of women in culture. Art 
criticism and literary criticism have received 
the most attention. Unfortunately, in the area 
of music criticism the role of feminist critics, 
let alone gay critics, has been sadly and 
unjustifiably neglected, if not purposely 
hindered. 

Time for action 

How do we turn the anti-gay attitudes 
around? Is our liberation, tenuous as it is, 
confined to simply the legal right to engage in 
sex acts with members of the same sex? Do 
we need to demand our history and our story 
and our triumphs? Al I of us, gay and straight, 
must challenge the inherent anti-gay mental- 
ity that grips academia and gays must de- 
mand that their accomplishments and contri- 
butions be acknowledged and not dismissed 
as an insignificant behavioural abnormality. 

It has taken so much of our time and 
energy fighting the pernicious stigma of 
“illness" that we have forgotten to work at 
establishing our identity and history in other 
areas of study. Interesting and important 
research dealing with homosexuals and 
homosexuality in the arts have been few and 
far between, and when they arc published 
they generally are not issued in scholarly 
journals but in magazines that essentially 
“preach to the converted.” 

The liberation movement of the 70s and 
early 80s seems stalled. There arc two main 



reasons for this. First, the inherent conserva- 
tism of the gay community itself. Our need to 
be ‘acceptable’ even at the cost of denying 
our history and ourselves. One can hardly 
fault those individuals who opt for accep- 
tance over struggle, for it appears safer and 
easier to stay in the closet than to demand of 
soc icty and acadcm ia recognition and accep- 
tance on our terms. 

Secondly, the AIDS epidemic has robbed 
the gay movement of many of its most pow- 
erful and eloquent voices. Even an individual 
as mainstream and wholesome as Andy 
Rooney of 60 Minutes fame acknowledged 
this. "The people who think AIDS is retribu- 
tion must be puzzled, too, by the dispropor- 
tionate amount of talent we have lost with 
people who have died of AIDS," he said. 
“Homosexual males seem to have contrib- 
uted more than their share to our culture. 
Frequently, the homosexual’s talent is great, 
unique and inexplicable.” 

Although Rooney’s comments arc sexist 
— he does not acknowledge the importance 
of lesbians — and even somewhat gratuitous, 
the spirit of his comment is somewhat re- 
freshing. 

What itcomes down to is the right for our 
community to celebrate openly and proudly 
its diversity — its triumphs, failures and most 
importantly, its love. In the first public 
admission of their life long relationship, the 
British tenor Peter Pears had this to say on the 
death of his lover the composer Benjamin 
Britten. 

“We’d faced up to what was going to 
come a good deal earlier than this, and he was 
not in any terror of dying. Not at all. I don’t 
think he really had any particular conviction 
as to what was going to happen after that, but 
he was certainly not afraid of dying. And he 
died — in my arms, in fact — peacefully, as 
far as he could be said to be peaceful when he 
in fact was very ill. But what was.his greatest 
feeling was sadness and sorrow at the thought 
of leaving me, his friends, and his responsi- 
bilities. He’d always said earlier to me, T 
must die first, before you, because I don’t 
know what I would do without you’." 
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Fear and bashing at Bishop’s 



Moving to Montréal from a small town in Québec's Eastern 
Townships a few years ago, I was surprised at the level of 
complacency within the gay and lesbian community of 
Montréal. The feeling that 'everything is more or less all 
right 7 seemed to be widespread. 

I was struck by how unaware many people are of the 
vicious and often violent forms homophobia can take in this 
province. I was especially sensitive to this coming from 
Bishop's University, where I was at the centre of one of the 
most disturbing chapters in the lesbian and gay history of 
Québec. 

by Daron Westman 



In the fall of 1979, I was a first-year 
student at Bishop’s, a university of less than 
2000 students in Lennoxville, a town two 
hours’ drive south-east of Montréal. At the 
beginning of October, I placed a fairly in- 
nocuous classified ad in the student newspa- 
per — “Any homosexual students interested 
in forming a Gay Students’ Alliance are in- 
vited tocontact Daron Westman at Box 631." 

This one sentence led to the creation of the 
first lesbian and gay association on campus. 
It also triggered a vicious wave of anti-gay 
hatred and violence unlike anything Lcn- 
noxvillc had ever before seen. 

I did receive interested replies from three 
lesbians and six gay men, but most of the 
notes I received in response to that first ad 
were hate letters, such as one addressed to 
“Daron ‘The Queer’ Westman” which called 
me a “cock-sucking, anus-licking dildoe 
[sic].” Another letter, from a group calling 
itself the “disiplcs [sic] of Anita Bryant," 
threatened to “break [my] fucking arms and 
legs, permanently.” 

While walking home on the evening of 
October 16, 1 was attacked and beaten by two 
young men who threatened to come back and 
break my legs if we continued to try to set up 
a gay group on campus. This violence fright- 
ened most of the members of our new Gay 
Students’ Alliance back into the closet. As I 
was already identified, I had little to lose and 
was able to continue to serve as a contact 
person for new and/or isolated gay people on 
campus. 

B ut my visibility — as practically the only 
openly gay person in a small community 
where everyone knows everybody else — 
made me the target of more acts of hostility 
and violence. Over the next couple of years I 
was beaten up four more times. My glasses 
were broken three times, twice I was briefly 
hospitalized, and once my left arm was bro- 
ken — not to mention an almost daily barrage 
of more trivial physical and verbal abuse. 

Our group continued to operate, ‘undcr- 
ground’. Despite the harrassmentwercccivcd, 
a good number of ‘liberal-minded’ students 
supported our right to organize, and we were 
able to sponsor a number of discussions about 
homosexuality and homophobia on campus. 
We even brought in a speaker from The Body 
Politic, although we were unable to convince 
the library or the bookstore to carry the 
magazine. 

Much of our support came from B ishop’s 
student newspaper, The Campus. Then-edi- 
tor Susan Milner wrote an editorial denounc- 
ing the “strong streak of bigotry hidden 
beneath the licentiousness [of Bishop’s stu- 
dent life].” As a result, several newspaper 
staffers also began to receive death threats 
and abusive phone calls protesting “giving 
space and publicity to perverts.” 



Fag- bashing, book-burning 

Things changed dramatically in the aca- 
demic year 1980-1981, the second year of 
our group’s existence. During the summer of 
1980, 1 was appointed editor of the student 
handbook. The Student Council committee 
who hired me seemed a little apprehensive, 
but the original editor had resigned suddenly 
and there were few students left in town with 
any experience. 

The handbook I produced was, not sur- 
prisingly, the first we’d ever had that in- 
cluded any material of interest to lesbian and 
gay students — the address of the one gay bar 
in nearby Sherbrooke. I knew this would 
draw some flak, so I included a short editorial 
explaining why it was important — and only 
fair — that lesbians and gay men should find 
themselves honestly reflected in the media. 

“We grow up in a strictly hctcrosexist 
environment which implicitly and explicitly 
condemns our sexual orientation," the intro- 
duction read. “Because we find no role 
models in our own environment, the media 
provides us with the first images of what we 
are. The struggle to break into the mass media 
is a critical part of the process of making a 
place for gay people in our culture." 

The administration bureaucrat who was 
overseeing my work told me I had to remove 
this editorial or the book wouldn’t be pub- 
lished. I promised to comply, and then snuck 
it to the printer behind his back. 

The attempt to censor something so mild 
convinced me all the more of the importance 
of gay access to the general media, so I also 
replaced the insipid cover the administrator 
had insisted upon with a red and black cover 
depicting a demonstration. One prominanl 
placard in the graphic read very clearly, 
“Better Blatant than Latent.” 

When the handbook came back from the 
printer, all 3000 copies were impounded by 
the administration and hidden in sealed boxes 
in, fittingly, an unused closet. 

After much (confidential) debate among 
the powers that be about whether to shred all 
the books or merely to rip out the offending 
pages, it was decided to release the oks as 
they were, but with a disclaimer pasted on the 
inside front cover in which the administra- 
tion denied any responsibility for the con- 
tents. It apologized for “the inclusion of any 
statements or illustrations in this book which 
might be considered to be in poor taste." 

The handbooks were released to the stu- 
dents on September 9, 1980. That same 
evening, more than 75 students gathered 
behind a Bishop’s residence building to stage 
a 45-minute book burning where more than 
100 copies of the book were torched. Accord- 
ing to newspaper reports, the students said 
they objected to “fag propaganda.” 



“We’re burning it because it’s useless 
trash,” said one student, while another 
shouted, “This is what we should do to all 
faggots!" 

(The organizers of the book-burning had • 
invited me by telephone to attend, but for 
some reason I declined.) 

The administration said nothing about the 
book-burning, as it had said nothing about 
any of the earlier instances of anti-gay vio- 
lence on campus. 

Sondra Cony, a feminist activist on cam- 
pus at the time, told The Campus, “In my 
opinion, the disclaimer incited the book- 
burning. When you have an administration 
that condones homophobic attitudes, the 
students can be confident that such an ex- 
treme action will be met with the silence it 
was." 

'Liberal 1 backlash 

Now that we were taking space for our- 
selves rather than just playing the victim, the 
administration was not aJone in its support 
for the book-burners. A number of previ- 
ously ‘liberal’ students who had supported us 
in the past began to accuse me of “ramming 
my homosexuality down the throats of the 
student body." 

The student newspaper, previously so 
sympathetic, began a systematic purge of the 
lesbian and gay students on its staff, and later 
began to run a number of homophobic ar- 
ticles and cartoons. As a result, I am perhaps 
the only person on earth who has ever been 
depicted as both Jesus Christ and Adolf Hi tier 
in caricatures in the same newspaper a few 
months apart 

Also that fall, a gay Sherbrooke man was 
beaten to death by gay bashers. His murder 
was unrelated to events at Bishop’s but be- 
tween the two, most of the members of the 
Gay Alliance were led to quit the group and/ 
or leave the university altogether. 

We 1 i mped along doing very little until the 
spring of 1983, when The Campus, prodded 
along by Canadian University Press, agreed 
to publish its first Gay Rights Supplement on 
February 11. 

Following its publication, the newspaper 
office was broken into and trashed and 500 
copies of the issue disappeared. There was a 
storm of threatening letters once again, in- 
cluding one which threatened the editor’s 
girlfriend with rape. Two days later, I was 
assaulted by three men wearing ski masks, 
one of whom broke my arm by striking it 
repeatedly with a hockey stick. 

One week later, two bus loads of support 
ers from Gays and Lesbians o(^McGil| and 
Lesbian and Gay Friçndkof Concordia ^al- 
lied at Bishop’s for fa v dc^^ktmion.^ut 
most local gays and le^bi 
phere was too dan 
part. 

The Gay Alliance 
that spring when all the 
graduated. A new group, Students Against 
Homophobia, had no openly gay members 
and followed a more liberal appro ach, but it 
too was harrassed out of exis 
one year. 

The prodigal so 

Inl987,nowagraduarestudcmalMct|l 
I applied to teach part-time back atjm 
campus in Lennoxville. The hiring con 
tee did ask me to assure them that that would 
be no more book-bumings if they tired me 
but in the end they gave me the jo 

And so I was going back tp.tâdfrh).a 
campus where there had been no organized 
gay community for a number of years, and 
where I was still known to the administration 



as something of a noisy radical. 

To my shame, it has turned out so far that 
the hiring committee needn’t have worried 
about me — so unsure am I about my position 
on campus and so nervous about keeping my 
job. As a part-timer, I never know from 
semester to semester if I will be rchircd. 

So far I haven’t tried to start up another 
group, partly because I fear for my job, but 
more because as a teacher I feel vulnerable to 
the age-old charge of ‘recruiting’ and per- 
verting impressionable children. 

While I have protested homophobia on 
campus openly as a gay man in a couple of 
public forums and I did con vincc The Campus 
to publish another Gay Rights Supplement in 
February, 1989, Ihave never come out in any 
of my classes — even when we have been 
discussing homosexuality. 

This is partly because I find myself think- 
ing the class will be more receptive to my 
positive comments about lesbians and gays if 
they do not think I am being partisan, and 
partly because the administration continues 
to give me veiled hints about “proselytizing". 

Some things have improved since the 
book-bum ing.The last gay supplement in the 
newspaper led to no violence. A Bishop's 
professor I know, who in my student days 
expressed the hope thaihomosexuality would 
never be publically accepted lest his two sons 
get the idea to grow up gay, now encourages 
his sons to take language lessons from me — 
even though it means I spend hours alone 
with them behind closed doors. It sounds like 
a small thing to celebrate, but this is Bishop’s. 

I once even had hopes of trying to organ- 
ize other gay faculty members, but none of 
them ever spoke out when I was a student, 
and to this day they rarely speak to me and 
never acknowledge we have something 
important in common. 

The fear that some day I may wake up to 
discover that I have become like one of them 
— a gay man tolerated by the administration 
because he is mute, a gay man who has 
bought with his silence a comfortable niche 
in the system — will eventually make me 
organize a group again, come what may. 

For every small-town gay at Bishop’s or 
elsewhere who is quiet because ‘he’s got his 
own,’ there are untold numbers of young 
lesbians and gay men alone and scared, with 
no one to turn to be cause of the deafening 
silence. ^ 
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...rights 

continued from page 7 
bcrs. During the 1988 election cam- 
paign, the Prime Minister of Can- 
ada also played on the stereotypical 
portrayal of homosexuals as cow- 
ards in his "Svcnd as Defense 
Minister” address. 

Even former New Democratic 
Party leader Ed Broadbcnt did a 
disservice to the struggle for sexual 



orientation equality when he de- 
clared it a personal matter. The 
Alberta' cabinet minister respon- 
sible for human rights stated in 
April 1988 that his province would 
not introduce human rights legisla- 
tion because "people’s sexual ori- 
entation is their own business.” 
These laisscz-faircpositions ignore 
reality. 

Thcdismissa! of this injustice as 
an issue of individual privacy under- 



mines the ability of Canada's esti- 
mated two and one half million 
lesbian and gay citizens to function 
equally in society. It may also en- 
courage violent attacks against 
homosexuals, such as the murder 
in 1989 of Joe Rose in Montréal, 
and a scries of bombings of gay in- 
stitutions in Vancouver, including 
a bookstore, a restaurant and a 
nightclub. 

We must continue to demand 



these basic reforms to ensure legal 
equality for lesbians and gays, and 
our heterosexual friends must be 
convinced to support the struggle 
as well, not only for principles of 
human dignity and equality, but 
also because many gays and lesbi- 
ans cannot defend their own intcr- 
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ests without jeopardizing their jobs, 
housing, and personal security, or 
risking alienation from family and 
friends. Perhaps the Government 
could take John Crosbie’s most 
recent advice, “get off (their) d uf fs”, 
and act on the recommendations of 
the ‘Equality for AH’ report. 



PSSA 



POLITICAL SCIENCE STUDENTS ASSOCIATION 

presents... 



PSSA 



POLI8PBAE 



PSSA 



iTucsday 


Mr. Edouard Tavil 




Government of Canada Immigration and 
Refugee Board 

"Soviet Nationalities under Perestroika: 
The Issue of Karabakh" 

Leacock 927 at 4 p.m. 


[Wednesday 


Mr. Robert Keaton 


[February 14 


President: Alliance Quebec 
“Future of English Speaking Students 
In Quebec’ 

Arts Council Room at 3 p.m. 

Mr. Robert Lib man 


[Thursday 


[February 15 


Leader of the Equality Party 
“The Potential Implications of the 
Meech Lake Accord’ 


V 


Leacock 232 at 3 p.m. . 


JPOLITICAL SCIENCE STUDENTS ASSOCIATION^ 



PSSA 




Billy Joe MicBride had just written his last paper. 

Who was Jane Austen? And why? 

He had a tew days before It was time to start preparing 
(or finals. He was just getting Into the theory of relativity, 
and boggling at how it takes light 200 million years to 
travel the universe when he made a quantum leap... he 
would get away for a few parsecs. 

When you want to get away before finals, take 
Voyageuris Mid-Week Student Special any Monday to 
Thursday, excluding statutory holidays, for 1/3 off our 
regular fares. Just present your student card when 
you buy your ticket Unless you like Newtonian law. 



Voyageur 
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P R I A P E 

| Specials For McGill Students ALL YEAR! 

egeseee 




fZZX Arts & Science 

Undergraduate Students 

VERIFICATION 



dd:l r«T* 



February 12 - 16, 1990 

This Is your last opportunity this term to check 
your record and make a copy of it. 

Come to: 

Dawson Hall, Ground Floor 
Friday, February 16, 1990 

Deadline for withdrawing from 
“B" Term Course (No Refund) 



PJJJ McGill Faculty 
v§/of Dentistry 

Paid Volunteers* 



I *$400 




are wanted to participate in a 6 month daily 
supervised, clinical mouthrinse study. 
Monday thru Friday, 7:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
Just 10 minutes, February till August. 

Female or male applicants will be chosen 
who are between the ages of 18 and 55. 
healthy, on no medication and have at least 
20 teeth. They must not have orthodontic 
braces, large cavities nor gum disease. 



If interested, call the project coordinator 
Elisabeth Marchai as soon as possible and 
no later than February 20 at 398-7215, 
Monday thru Friday 
between 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 D.m. 
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Lesbian and gay Jews speak out 



by John Miller 

The Jewish religion, like most 
others, has traditionally ignored 
homosexuality and excluded gay 
people from its culture and its ritu- 
als. Anyone who has grown up in a 
Jewish environment will recall 
friends and relatives who claim that 
there aren’t really any of those 
people who arc Jews and that the 
Jews had somehow been “spared" 
the scourge of homosexuality. 

Twice Blessed - On Being Les- 
bian, Gay and Jewish (1989, Bea- 
con Press) is a newly published col- 
lection of essays and personal nar- 
ratives on the variety of experi- 
ences that gay and lesbian people 
have had as Jews in the United 
States. 

Edited by Christie Blaka and 
Andy Rose, this collection covers a 
variety of topics and has contribu- 
tions from people of extremely 
diverse backgrounds. Since the 
Jewish community is no more 
homogeneous than the lesbian and 
gay community, it is only fitting for 
this book to include perspectives 
that treat a variety of different 
subjects. 

In "Growing Up in Yeshiva", 
Adina Abramowitz recounts her 
search for a place in the Jewish 
community that would accept both 
her deeply-felt religious commit- 
ment and her lesbianism. As she 
puts it, the Jewish community put 
her in a double bind that kept the 
conflict over her sexuality brewing 
for many years longer than neces- 
sary. 

The Jewish community keeps 
lesbians and gays totally invisible, 
yet tells its young people that all 
their social needs should be filled 
by this community. Her story is as 



much a comment on the rigidity of 
traditional Judaism as it is on the 
difficulty of reconciling her sexu- 
ality with that of her faith. 

ButTwiccBIcsscdismuchmore 
than a collection of coming-out 
stories for Jewish people. It is a rich 
mixture of personal accounts and 
thoughtful and intelligent analyses 
of trends in American Judaism. 

There arc essays on Jewish les- 
bian parenting, on the Jewish 
community's response to the les- 
bian and gay movement, the expe- 
riences of a lesbian rabbi, and an 
interview with an elderly Jewish 
lesbian who is a member of SAGE 
(Senior Action in a Gay Environ- 
ment). 

Reclaiming a lesbian and gay 
Jewish history can be an important 
partofestablishinganidcntily.Just 
as books on Christianity have done. 
Twice B lessed attempts to redefine 
and reinterpret the mythology to 
find a place for gays in Jewish 
rituals. 

Jody Hirsch’s “In Search ofRoIe 
Models" attempts to reexamine 
Jewish texts to identify those relig- 
ious figures who might have beat 
gay. 

She tells us why Ruth’s devo- 
tion to her mother-in-law is so 
unusual that it must have been one 
based on more than mere friend- 
ship. The farewell between David 
and Jonathan is described as one of 
intense emotion, culminating in 
them kissing one another and weep- 
ing “until David exceeded". 

The correct English translation 
of the Hebrew version of this pas- 
sage ismorccxpliciL breads, “until 
David became large." The story of 
Joseph is examined in the same 
way. 



Old Rosa tells of 
myopia in utopia 



by Richard de Blois 

Cuba is renowned for its beauty, 
and its warm and generous climate. 
Its socialist regime has also en- 
joyed relative success under the 
charismatic leadership of Fidel 
Castro. However, no such govern- 
ment is kept in place without some 
degree of violence and repression. 
One of the most brutal and less 
publicized aspects of post-revolu- 
tion Cuban life is one that hardly 
has anything to do with politics. 
Nonetheless, the fate of Cuban 
homosexuals was settled from the 
early 1960s as gay men and women 
were incarcerated in “rehabilita- 
tion camps” before being finally 
expelled in the 1980s as “social un- 
desirables". 

Reinaldo Arenas was bom in 
Cuba, and fought for the revolu- 
tion. He was, however, jailed sev- 
eral times for homosexuality in the 
aftermath, and finally fled to the 
United States in 1980 where he 
now lives and writes. His book 
entitled Old Rosa - A Novel in Two 
Stories is an amazingly powerful 
account of life in Cuba and its work 



Whatever your opinion of the 
usefulness of painfully examining 
religious text for some iota of gay- 
positivcncss, the chapter is quite 
fascinating, if only from a purely 
academic standpoint 
Among the more inspiring 
amongst the other chapters is one 
written by a gay couple who cre- 
ated their own “ceremony of com- 



mitment" (they explicitly did not 
want to call it a marriage), and in- 
vited all their friends and relatives. 
The joy that they describe as they 
stood together under the chuppah 
(the cloth unda which Jews take 
their wedding vows) is wonderful 
to read. 

Balka and Rose have done an 
extraordinary job of synthesizing a 



vast amount of material in a cohe- 
sive, captivating volume. This book 
is an important step toward creat- 
ing a Jewish community which is 
inclusive of ail its members. 

Twice Blessed is available in 
hardback at Librairie f Androgyne 
on St-Laurenl, or on loan from 
Gays and Lesbians of McGill, 
Union 417. 



Gay, lesbian Jews gather 



by Jeff Stewart 

Belonging to a minority is diffi- 
cult. Belonging to two minority 
groups, both of which have been 
persecuted throughout history, can, 
for some, be an unbearable load. 

Yachdav (Hebrew for "to- 
gether) is a group of gay and les- 
bian Jews which holds meetings 
centered around festive Jewish 
holidays. Its founder, David Brody, 
was determined to enjoy life as a 
gay Orthodox Jew and hoped that 
by founding Yachdav, he could 
spread this enjoyment to others. 
Brody's description of what it is 
like to be a gay Jew is central to 
why he feels there is a need for a 
group like this in Montreal. 

Boro and raised in London, 
England, Brody describes his fam- 
ily as “conventional, modem Ortho- 
dox." His parents found out that he 
was gay by reading one of his 
latent. “My father read up on homo- 



sexuality," recounts Brody, “and 
he was accepting of me in the end. 
It was a relief when they found 
ouL" 

Brody attended thç meetings 
held by the Jewish gay group 
Nachcs but felt that “there was not 
enough commitment by those in 
charge." Nachcs ended its opera- 
tions in 1985. In August 1987, he 
and two close friends attended the 
Northeast Regional Conference 
held by the World Congress of Gay 
and Lesbian Jewish Organizations. 

They attended a workshop on 
how to start a meeting group and 
decided to launch Yachdav, a group 
where “gay and lesbian people 
could get together and do Jewish 
things.” The group would allow 
gay and lesbian Jews to meet new 
people, have fun, and express their 
dual identity in a relaxed atmos- 
phere. 

Yachdav meetings now attract 
anywhere from 35-40 people (10- 



15 women) and are held around 
Jewish festive holidays. The group 
welcomes all gay and lesbian Jews, 
as well as their non-Jewish lovers, 
but discourages non-Jews from 
coming on their own in an attempt 
to preserve the Jewish identity of 
the group. 

Yachdav is currently setting up 
a constitution and a recognized 
elected committee with fixed du- 
ties. Brody hopes this will help 
ovoid burnout. There is a small 
charge for attending get-togethers, 
and Brody thinks Yachdav may 
lata decide to charge memberxhin 
fee i. 

What does the future hold far 
Yachdav? Brody hopes that it will 
become a recognized and accepted 
part of the Jewish community and a 
participating memba of the World 
Congress of Gay and Lesbian 
Jewish Organizations. 

For more information about 
Yachdav, dates of meetings, etc., 
call Gayline. 8666. 
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camps. 

In the first story, we meet Rosa, 
a proud and stubbornly virtuous 
woman who witnesses the sweep- 
ing social changes brought on by 
the socialist revolution. From ha 
little coma of the land, she watches 
the progressive erosion of the val- 
ues she lived and worked by all ha 
life - religion, property and family. 
The orda she knew falls apart, ha 
olda son joins the leaders of the 
revolution, and she is forced to sell 
ha farm to a neighbourhood co- 
operative. To top things off, Old 
Rosa then discovers her youngest 
son Arturo, ha "brightest star" in 
bed with another boy. Mad with 
despair, she falls into a fury of de- 
struction that is only an echo of ha 
collapsing mind. 

The second story finds Arturo a 
few years lata, imprisoned in one 
of Castro’s work camps for homo- 
sexuals - quaintly named “Military 
Production Aid Units". His life thac 
is a grim succession of degrading, 
back-breaking labour and humili- 
ation. In a desperate attempt to 
survive the distress and emotional 
strain of prison life, Arturo escapes 
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to an imaginary dream land created 
daily with scrupulous detail. As 
time passes, the verbal, physical 
and sexual abuse of the guards and 
inmates pushes him deepa into the 
fantastic realms he conjures up. 
Arturo gradually disconcc ts him- 
self from reality until the fatal 
conclusion. 

Old Rosa is a striking portrayal 
of humans put into subhuman con- 
ditions. It is a study of oppression 
transposed from a societal scale to 
smaller systems, down to the indi- 
vidual level, where anyone will 
“humiliate the next one down, and 
that one the next one, and so on 
down to them, those who were 
humiliated by everyone and could 
humiliate no one because the scale 
of humiliation stopped there..." Yet 
even the prisoners themselves, 
robbed of all civil rights, dignity 
and self-respect in turn humiliate 
each other, ridicule the weaker 



inmates and belittle themselves. 

Their relentless oppression de- 
termines their inna fears and hang- 
ups, for what is guilt if not self- 
imposed oppression? Arturo does 
not really protest what is done to 
him. His resignation comes not only 
from the inevitability of his situ- 
ation, it is also the proof that his 
environment (and the ever-present, 
ever-accusing figure of his dead 
motha) have succeeded in con- 
vincing him that he only gets what 
he deserves. 

Arturo's daydreaming is futile; 
ironically, it only serves to contrast 
his "inner world" with the bleak 
reality of his existence. 

Homosexuals were denounced 
from the start of the Cuban revolu- 
tion as " ... a hangova from the 
coaupt Baplista era", which had to 
be eradicated by revolutionary 
Puritanism. Individuals were 
rounded up and arrested in the street 



on the basis of such vague criteria 
as the length of their hair, or the 
pitch of their voice. One has to 
wonda at such organized, blind 
coercion of homosexuals. It was 
most certainly a reaction caused bv 
fear. The general idea of sexual 
pluralism, if accepted, leads to 
questioning, and thus challenges 
these “absolute values" on which 
authoritarian regimes are based. 

The reaction also emerges from 
the firm totalitarian belief that 
humans are basically feeble and 
vulnerable beings who need to be 
supervised and controlled (even in 
their sexual choices) lest they 
should stray from the “good" and 
hurt thcmslcves. Furthermore, it 
stems from the refusal to realize 
that homosexuality is not a sick- 
ness, something caught from the 
environment which can be pre- 
vented or eradicated. 
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Samedi 



2 for the Price of 1 

Come and Bring a Friend 



CUT $25 PERM $50 HIGHUGHT$50 

(2 for 1) (2 for 1) (2 for 1) 

Interview Hair Salon 849-9419 
2124 Drummond corner of Sherbrooke 



Gays And Lesbians Of McGill 
Fresent/Présente... 

TTfie GJay 90's 
.Les '90 Gaies 



1 i ry 0 i 

le 17 Février 



3480 me McTavish 

Qp Pfoifp 



When cosh flew is low 
Where do you go? 



With TRANSDOLLAR, this March Break you can have cash 
sent to you from home to any location in North America in as 
little as fifteen minutes. Save the card below. 

Our customer service number will help you locate the 
TRANSDOLLAR agent nearest you and nearest to the sender 
back at home. There arc hundreds of TRANSDOLLAR and 
Western Union locations across the continent' as well as the 
United Kingdom. Haiti and the Dominican Republic. So. when 
cash flow is low, you know where to go. 



DEMONSTRATE! 

against tuition hikes 
Wednesday at 15h, at the Roddick Gates 



IS THIS WHERE YOU WILL EE IK JUNE.' 

/Til 

• feet glued to the floor 



- numb turn from sitting 
all day 






* veary ey 



* tired hands fra 
carrying coffee 






• uA^er-developed 
arms 



veil shuffled 
pafors 






THY SOMETHING DIFFERENT: 



* Challenging & Rewarding 

* A Changing Work Environment 

* Responsibility 

* Well -developed arms 



• Recognition: 

High job and Customer Satis- 
faction 

• The Harder You Work# The More 
You Make 



WE'RE IN YOUR AREA NOW, 
HIRING FOR SUhWER JOBS 
CALL : 

385 - 6630 



STUDENT 
PAINTERS LTD. 



A tous les intéressés: réunion du 
Daily français, ce soir 17h, au B-03 du 
Centre Universitaire. On y discutera 
des sujets du numéro spécial (thème: 
la rue Ste-Catherin). Les nouveaux 
sont toujours bienvenus. 



ooitfeffVDew Mtr 8<zfeoi 



EEKO3EEE:RjQEJ.fl.EJi0_S 
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The slow, first 
steps out of the... 
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by Matthew Perry 

‘Coming out* confronts every 
gay person. The decision to come 
out can either lake very liûle time, 
or cause endless periods of worry 
and stress. 

It is with good reason that a 
large body of literature exists deal- 
ing with this issue. Coming out — 
to friends, family, and oneself — 
can be among the most difficult and 
stressful situations for a gay per- 
son, as well as the people to whom 
they come out. 

Many people wonder why a gay 
person has to come out at all. 
Straight people don’t sit down and 
tell their parents that wcl!...uh... 
they're interested in the opposite 
sex. Why should a gay person’s 
parents or friends care about their 
sexual preference? 

But ‘gayncss’ is commonly 
defined solely by its sexual aspect, 
when it is in fact much more. Main- 
stream society presumes hetero- 
sexuality and for many gay people 
it is important not to be typed as 
something they’re not 

If you've ever come out to 
someone, or had someone come 
out to you, you are probably ac- 
quainted with the long beats of si- 
lence that succeed “Uh, I’m gay." 
The reaction that follows take as 
many forms as there are individu- 
als. 

If you arc about to come out to 
someone, or if no one has yet come 
out to you, what your parents al- 
ways told you usually holds true. 
Honesty is the best policy. Discus- 
sion leading to mutual understand- 



The number of women’s bars in 
the city is small. The recent clos- 
ing of Le Boom has left Montréal 
without a decent mixed dance bar 
and has further reduced the number 
of bars available to females. Still, 
there are enough establishments to 
provide for an enjoyable evening 
of dancing or casual conversation. 

L’ExUA282SL Denis, 843-6838 
Asmallsitdownbar with a cozy at- 
mosphere that surrounds itself with 
comfortable chairs and jazz music. 
Nice patio in the summer lime. 
Mainly francophone crowd with an 
emphasis on inti malcconvcrsation. 
$2.50 for domestic bottled beer 

Lilith 3882 SL Denis. Tiny bar 
that caters to an older crowd. 
Contains the world’s smallest dance 
floor that lets you dance (he night 
away to annoying top 40 hits. No 
Cover. $3 for bottled domesli c beer, 
$3.75 for imported. 

Bilitis 1250SL Denis, 845-9601. 
By far the most popular lesbian 
dance bar. Loud sound system 
pounds out the latest dance hits 
plus a smattering of Melissa and 
Alannah . Arrive well before mid- 
night on weekends to avoid the 
frustrating line up. Cover charge 
on Saturday $1 plus a mandatory 
coal check charge of $1 enforced 
every night. $2.50 per glass of taste- 
less draft beer. 



ing is much easier to have if both 
parties arc honest. Having a friend 
or family member react by saying 
“fine", and then not talking about, 
it is often more worrying than being 
confronted with questions, con- 
cerns, and even objections when 
they are raised honestly. 

It’s important to remember that 
although you have gone through 
the process ofcoming to terms with 
being gay, those people you tell are 
often unsuspecting and have not 
even begun to work this out 

Coming out can be difficult. It 
can also be wonderful — many 
experience a new freedom of iden- 
tity. Contrary to many myths, it 
often cements friendships, 
strengthen ties and promote a deeper 
and better understanding of both 
the gay and the straight persons as 
individuals. 

Comine out remains however 
an extremely personal and individ- 
ual event that depends very much 
on circumstance. For some it is 
easier not to come out at all. for 
others, to come out selectively, and 
still others, to be openly gay. Tlicrc 
is no formula for coming out, no 
hard and fast rules to follow. 

This idea is strongly reinforced 
in some of the literature dealing 
with coming out. In Now That You 
Know, Betty Fairchild and Nancy 
Hayward try to present a guide, 
primarily to parents, for what to 
expect after your child comes out 
to you. Much of what is said is not 
specific to parents but applies 
equally well to friends or associ- 
ates. 

The book, is increasingly out of 



bar listings 



Gloo Gloo St. Catherine E. near 
rueVisitation. Small fluorescent 
bistro bar equipped with couches 
and chairs decorated with ne w wave 
geometric upholstry. Small dance 
floor that doesn’t get much use. 
Mainly females but male clientele 
is not discouraged. Pool table at the 
back. $2.75 per beer. 

— -M.B, 

Montréal is one of the gayest 
cities in the world, and the gay 
community hasn’t been ignored by 
local club owners. If you can’t find 
someplace to waste your youth here 
then you just m ight be straight after 
all. Behold, a partial list of 
Montréal's bewildering nightlife. 

Disco :SomcthingDonnaSum- 
mers did, is doing and will always 
do. (see also Hedonism) 

Jungle (NW comer of SL Cath- 
erines and Montcalm), is Montréals 
new ‘Big Bar'. Nominal one dollar 
coat chcck/covcr charge and well 
built door staff, it is probably best 
on Friday, Saturday and ladies 
night. The music is passable but not 
oustanding. 

Leather: This one is pretty 
obvious just remember that it is 
pronounced "queer" in French and 
“butch" in English. 



date. It was first published in 1979 
and a third edition was just released 
to include a chapter on AIDS, but 
with no statistical updating. Never- 
thlcss, it has some important points 
to make. It underlines the value of 
forethought on the part of the gay 
person — planning and preparing 
play important roles in determin- 
ing the case or difficulty with which 
a gay person comes out. 

If you are about to come out, 
take a look at the literature avail- 
able. New books come out all the 
time and while some are good, 
others are less so. Reading about 
and planning a strategy often help 
the gay person put this step into 
some kind of perspective. It gives 
an idea of what might be expected 
and serves as a reminder that you 
arc by no means alone in this step. 
It also shows the parent or friend 
that they arc not alone. For both 
parties, it is a strong reminder that 
people go through (his everyday 
and live to tell the tale. 

These books should be read criti- 
cally, though. If you buy a book for 
your parents or friends and there’s 
a passage you don't agree with, 
write it in. Show you care enough 
to prepare, think and be concerned 
about this. 

Coming out depends very much 
on instinct and intuition. Timing is 
important, and a strong, positive 
outlook on being gay helps bring 
the newly initiated into the lighL It 
doesn’t take much cfTort, but it 
means a great deal. All that are 
required arc an open mind, hon- 
esty, some forethought and a will- 
ingness to talk. 



K.O.X. is Montréal’s only 
leather bar and is pronouced 
‘COCKS' not Kappa Omega Chi. 
Neon genitalia on the ceiling, vin- 
tage I larley Davidson over the pool 
table, half-naked bartenders com- 
bine to make K.O . X an unnerving 
but good choice for the uninitiated. 
It is a nice, sleezy feeling joint so 
relax, cruise like a ’74 Lincoln with 
the top down, and expect to be 
groped. 

Cruise: When you want to hang 
your attitude out to dry, go west 
young man. California (1412 Ste. 
Elizabeth, comer of Ste, Cather- 
ine), is the most comfy bar in town. 
The cruising area upstairs has a 
pool table and ample vantage points 
to watch from. 

Camp: PUUUULLLLLLL- 
LE EASE Mary!!!! Aladylikeyou 
should know this one! II (That last 
statement is best heard through a 
cloud of Virginia Slim extra light 
smoke being exhaled from the lungs 
of a tired drag queen). 

If you're not into a bar perhaps 
something a little lighter like a drag 
show at L’Entre Peaux (1 1 15 Ste. 
Catherine), a piano bar like Le 
Boite en Haut (1 320 Alexandre de 
Scvc), or Campus (1 1 1 1 Ste Cath- 
erine), the only gay strip joint worth 
going to. 

— C.P. 
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Le Groupe de recherches d'intérêt 
public du Québec - McGill 
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G.R.I.P. Québec-McGill Invite toute la communauté 
universitaire de McGill et la population environnante à 
présenter des projets de recherche et d’intervention 
dans différents domaines d'intérêt public. 

G.R.I.P - Québec-McGill offre d'aider les 
requérants en leur fournissant: 
des fonds discrétionnaires pour couvrir leurs dépenses 
l'aide de son personnel qualité 
des contacts avec d'autres groupes communautaires 
une équipe de bénévoles 
des ressources documentaires pour la recherche 
l’accès à son réseau de micro-ordinateurs et 
ses logiciels 

l'assistance nécessaire à la publication et 
la diffusion de résultants 

G.R.I.P.-Quêbec-McGm a travaillé Jusqu'à maintenant 
dans les domaines de la gestion des déchets et du 
logement, et voudrait étendre ses activités aux 
problèmes de l'environnement, de la santé, du 
transport, de la condition féminine, des droits humains, 
de la condition étudiante, etc. 

FAITES FRUCTIFIER VOS IDÉES AVEC NOUSI 
Soumettez dés maintenant vos idées de projetsl 
Des formulaires d'application en français sont 
disponibles à notre bureau, (local 505, pavillon Eaton. 
5e étage), et aux tables G.R.I.P. Québec sur le campus. 
La date limite d’application est le 28 février 1990. Pour 
plus d’information, appelez-nous au 398-7432. 



TRIG 

coiffure 

A CUT ABOVE 



SPECIAL 
for full 
time 

students. 



Women $28 • Men $18 ÆÊÊL. 
Perms, Colours, Highlights, MamcurcsT 20% off. 



1442 Sherbrooke W. 2nd Floor 







ORCHESTRE 

DES JEUNES DU QUÉBEC 

ADDITIONS 

STAGE ÉTÉ 1990. 0RF0RD 

CALVIN SIEB 

CONSEILLER ARTISTI0UE ET PfOACOCIOUE 

Mnnlrrnlt 

S la Place des Art*, les 20. 21 . 22 et 23 lévrier 
québret 

au Grand Théitre. les 2. 3 et 4 mars 

Cntirti dtdmnuMi 

• Etre diplôme ou Elève ranci en musique 
•lire Sgè de moins de 30 ans 

• tire citoyen canadien ou Immigrant repi 

• tire établi au Ouébec depuis au moins 3 moi 

PmSm dtiftelUM 

ouvert è tous les instruments tf orchestre 

Derétt 

du 20 mai au 2 septembre 



Editorial Offices 
3480 McTavish, room B-03 
Montréal. Québec H3A 1X9 
telephone (514) 398-6784 

Business and 
Advertising Office 
3480 McTavish. room B- 17 
Montréal, Québec H3A 1X9 

contributors 

Peler Gibbon, Mauhew Peny 
Tim Pryor, Pat Johnson 
Robert Strazds, Chris Wood 
Richard de Blois, Daron Wcstman 
John Miller, Gary LcToumeau 
Sam B uggelin, Jeanne Iribame 
Jeff Steward, Bill Dunn 
Carol Lamarche, Alanna Murry 
Eric Smith, Jennifer August 
Carl Wilson, Susana Bcjar 
Heather Mac Kay 



de 1 500 S * 3 125 S selon le poste occupé et 1s durée 
les frais de résidence sont à b charge de 10 J 0. 

information et INSCRIPTIONS 
Carole Lévesque 

Orchestre dee Jams de Oaékec 

(514) 282-9465 



i t*- ** . 



SUPPORT YOU CAN BANK ON. 



Even the most dedicated student needs 
financial support. So in 1987, Scotiabank 
created a unique scholarship for outstanding 
MBA students. The Scotiabank Scholarship 
Program reflects our commitment to the 
education and development of future business 
and community leaders. 

Scotiabank awards two scholarships an- 
nually at both Dalhousie and McGill Universities. 
Each Scotiabank Scholar will receive $12,500 
per year and be offered a position of em- 
ployment with Scotiabank between 



academic years. 

Applicants should be under 28 years of 
age on September 1st, 1990, and must be 
Canadian citizens, landed immigrants, or 
citizens of Caribbean countries (Dalhousie 
only) or Asian countries (McGill only). The 
deadline for applying is April 16th, 1990. 
Students must also complete an application 
to the MBA program at either university by 
this date. 

For more information, write to your 
preferred university today. 



Dalhousie University 
Graduate Admissions 
Halifax. Nova Scotia 
63H4H6 



Scotiabank S 



T FI McGill University 
j MBA Admissions Office 
1001 Sherbrooke St W 
Montreal. Quebec 
HJA IGS 



Umvorwe ù* Montréal 



La Facutti dn étudia 
aapdriama. annonce son 

Ptl.D. 

en sciences 

humaines 

appliquées 

Ca Ph D. interdisciplinaire 
visa a former des personnes 
qui souhaitent pouvoir inté- 



grer les apports de plus 
d'une discipline et en appli- 
quer les connaissances a la 
résolution des problèmes 
sociaux et individuels, tout 
particuliérement en matière 
de conception, planification 
et évaluation de politiques, 
de programmes et 
d'interventions. 

Il est fondé principalement 
sur rapport de neul dépar- 
tements et écoles de la 
Faculté des arts et des 
sciences: MOirepeiegie. cri- 

■Inoi oc 11 démoonohlL 

ISKbeéducatlea. piychologle. 
science politique, sciences éet- 
nsnlquss. servies scdsl st 
eeclelegie. 

Conditions d'idoles! ort 
Détenir une maîtrise dans 
une des disciplines ci-haut 
mentionnées ou I équivalent. 
Une formation ou une expé- 
rience de recherche et une 
expérience de travail perti- 
nente seront considérées. 
Les projets détudes des 
candidats doivent corres- 
pondre au caractère inter- 
disciplinaire et appliqué du 
programme. 

Date laits dadnlsslot 

Le 1“ lévrier 1900 
pour septembre 1990 



M. Jean Trépanier 
Coordonnateur du Ph D. en 
sciences humaines 
appliquées 

Université de Montréal 
C.P. 6128. succursale A 
Montréal (Québec) 

H3C3J7 

Tél.: (514) 343-7325 
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Now, you probably 
wanl to go to a warm, 
sunny, tropical 
paradise island tor 
Spring Break. 

Wouldn't that be nice? 
You can’t altord it? 

Get a job! 

Call Fortune Graphics. 
Tel: 289-8526. 






nam 



_ _ _ DrivtrnMdad to driva atevwn ysar old boy S*rvie* • $1.50/pg. Double Spacod. (toy too nuh loud Bon JoviTCanl sloop? Woll 

Adt nwybe plact dthra ugh the Dtifybuakmt dow nto wn bom «id to Dcfla/dOat Ormaaui. Ahwtor/Do MaitonrwuM Tatofriona 9359526 can wot Call 39862 * 6 . 6pm • 3am. 

Monday to Friday. Ploooo cal 6204911. — f - - _ ; — — nçnnno,eau«o in confcdont, anonymous and Shod Open UMtlngRr.McCa Foster Chfldnn 

oodl Week [U«. 1 • 7) Wo nood you r holpl Variety 

— ■ ■ ohow, lood lair, dtpfayt. Everyone Welcome. 

AMIGA. Amiga club forming at McGiHI Feb 14. 6Û0 pm. Rm. W1 10 RVC. 

Inter at led? Want into? Loavo mottage for 

Robert at 731-4369 (before 2230). Or d you Si Martha'» meett every Sunday 1030 am. 
erart. tend Emaf to 8608094®Eml1. Ian. 3521 Univertify. Coming Up: Jefferrilirt 
AmyouahardvmA* and interatted in making Eftldent wvt accurW* wordprocetting br tom ttfiâCa ’Jetut of Nazarath in 4 tegmena, ttarting 

tote of Money? Try treeplaitng in B C.«iti foe popart, thetet end oterdocumernePdi up on Mwch 4ft Pot luck brunch. Into: 3984104, 

reputable Root» Retorottotion. Can Alan at Camput or Lor^ueuil Metro I SO) double Chance of Winning 8200. Deation Making Roberta Clare. 

284-6301. tpaced Celt 6792255 - . - . 



office, room 0-77, (Mon BuOdlng, ShOO • 

1 ShOO. Deadline hUhOO 
two weekdays prior to dele of pubBcsdon. 

UeCU student»: S3 JO per day, S3 JO for 3 

toneecMredayt, 32.23 lot 4 or mon chela or paintort. End ol Seaton Bow. Cal 
conteeut/ve days. UeCU Faculty and Stall: (v>6 at (519) 675-1184 or (416) 6294234 
S4J0 pot day. All othon: SS.00 pot day. ‘ 1 11 

Thtrt la a IS word Ml Than wtt be a chary* 

0 125c loriach word om the UmL Bond ado 
art available at S4.00 per ad per day • no 
discount/ on boilng. EXACT CHANGE ONLY 
PLEASE 

The DaBy assume» no financial taaponaUUy 
lot snort, or damage due to enon. Ad wIM 

re-appeat Ine 0 1 charge upon nqutal t 

Inlormation la Incorrect due to our error. The v '“* cri^j/j Hey Guy», get your Cal tomedvng unqu». to 

Dally rtttrvta the right not to print any mytterioua, to timpfy wonderful that the wil 

classified ad. »» - HkU> Wtonto thank you for weeks. A Valentine Mattage • 

Enthueiaatie atudenta to oromote Senna Break eidutive to women. Cal Tammy 274-0895. 

341 • APTS, ROOMS, HOUSING «id 

■ ■ " ■ 1 commua*. Tripe include' Meiico, Daytona 

Roominnewty renovdedheuee. Wetherkfiyer, Beach. Quebec City and many more. Call Need help wfth your French? I wil tutor 
kitchen, hydro, Pay-TV. All Induded. Aoott Stodwil Travel Semcet, f 1 in ttudent Travel beginner or intermediate fovN. Reatonabto 
from McGO Gym. JOCVmo. Cel Uka or Joe „ (400-265-1799 and atk ter Scon Smith. ratot. fkola 848-0157. 

284 5122 or Tun 933 6634. , 

■ - 1 — ■ I MitraDcftanNnm. Mewtoaoeo. I 361 ARTICLES FOR SALE 

Urgent -Sublet Large 11/2, Mar 01 - Aug. 31, 
dean, acrett gym. $350 negotabe, potttoy 
furmthed. 284 4353 anytime. Heated, water 



Study. One hour long. McGill Piychotogy 
Department Wendy 482 9728 



317 VOLUNTEERS 



358 SERVICES OFFERED 



LMtoeyTeehln, drop by SSMU detkon Feb 
14th. 



Areyou Adventuroue? Piychofogat itudying 
orefree people whoVe led eternng. impultive 
Wet I you're the type of perton who would do 
anytbng tor a dare, cal 3986109. 



CynMaCaM come to SSMU detk on Feb 14*e 
6 Pefc Up tomething tpooai 



MUSC FUSION. lAwkiane Agency. Meet your 
Muticai Match fveugh our ttvary ol video and 
audo demot. A unique method of cormectng 
compatible mutoana to form fie dtvnate b«id. 
461-0225. 



MrtmpofltanNm. Newtpapen. 
magauioe, mapt, pamdcalt arrive 
everyday from al over fie world. That 
conter* jobs, butnatt, etc. 1 109 
Cyprott, 8Ç6-9227. One block toufi of 
St Cafienno St between Peel 6 
Stanley.' Student regiatw your nemo 
lor temporary or permanent 
employment penonenyima 



NX, SX, GR, RJL, J£, Hi_ DJ_: Hewttelt 
fianka to the moit open beat Inendt a fog and 
dykacoUd «who* Lour CQ.DS. 



Bowte Concert dcfcitt total. Good Hit Cel 
Marty • 7386766 (Momingi are bett) 



indbdod. 



Stop waking for UcGS Computers! Ognrar AT 
computer br tale: 1 0 MHi. 30 Mag HO. Modem, 
HerculM Graphic», tohware. Window» 
graphical environment induded. Perfect tor DT 
Publ .thing 648 9659. 



Male, E arty- 20», aUnny reckifogt, bakkng. 
wahee to meet bonng. quwt and mean tomato, 
prtlerabfy with (at legt, lat cheeka, and 
fvmng heir, lor inornate and romantic Omet. 



Leaving rwit year? Ore in spedout 4 bedroom 
apt in McGII Area? WaS pay 8100 lor your 
leate. Pleate cal 266 0627 or 939 9641 



Looking tor a cta ir mdtoo n 7 Why not ■ hotel? 
Cheap, tocuro, ctoan, central, mad tennee Run 
by ttudenta. Ratot tun at 810 a day. 843- 
5739. 



354 -TYPING SERVICES 



I am footing lor eomeonelo play occasional 
bednwiton or betkedwl at Cime Oym. I wanna 
Iota my beer bely. Cal Stephana el 647-1774. 



OueenStn WaUrbeb Fuly Equipped wift nighl 
tablet. Heater, Pump end cover. Good 
Conditon. Only 8125 cal Franc* 484-7428 



Thatet, Term, papers, Retumit, 
Trantfokont. Editing, 20 years ol 
oparianct. 7 dayt a amk. 81-50 doubla 
spacod EM On McGJ campa, Pod Si, 
CALL Paulette Vigneau 2884638 



To Theodore tromEirffy for 
VtewtkveeOwy. 
line You 



Sick ol Commuting? Sublet forgo 3 1/2 on 
UcG4 Camput (Dr. PenWd I UcTavwh) Mardi 
HI op Von to renew. Rebecca, 396 9085, 631- 



For Sale - Wall Ur* • Sold Wood, Brown. Price 
8150. Uphdttored ttudy Rocker, eiceDent 
condition: 8150. Student Detk wifi Tabe-Top 
World Map: 850. Col 765-9804. 



OSerfog Ruaafon Leeeorw aaweOuRuuierv 

Engtah Translation Service». Leaaona given by 
Native Speekert. S12 Mm ask br Lone 4M- Rich«d mon beau. Joyeui Vaientinl Soit 
6108 - 



_ . . uAutnq day» 1 week Trantlaton. Editing. 81 SOfooubfo 

843 MOVERS tp«30d. On Cempm Cel Rcurra 2880016 

Cloted van. and Trucfo WiB tranaport you 7 

andtor lalehr- Locâ I end long b-dvoundt E<Wng t fiqujr *j. st«ed wifi Thursday ngfo (Feb ht) I need my Iwyt and C tyt and Leebfone of McGM olfan 

Datance Choap Rate». Relable. Steve: 340- ^ - ■ ■ lft ■ — - ^ - — ■ n ' ' - -- - - 

9470. 



contant que ja rame pour beaucoup pka que 
tea narine* Mvd pour tes que»* derniers mois. 
Love Join 



One- Day-Service. Bachelor Commerça Lost: One black coal at fie Union bldg, on 

' . — - . .. . rf.k e.rt 8 . ^ aM f _ .... ... — ^ ^ 

words. Ei cedent presentation. Improved mark ID. beck bgunel Reward 286 0628 nformaton and counaeArg takire Cal ut wifi 

guaranteed. Electronic Memorywntor. - — - quoaione,p>obtemt > orjutllote8uPhono308 

Academic paper», C.V.1, Thete». 34D 9470. Loot: S tinge «id 2 t*rer braceMa. Swrimental 6822 or drop by Union 41 7, UF. 7 -10 pm. 

Value Reward8100. Pteete cal 382-1951. 

RESUMES by MJJL’e Quality. Service. - letbtanCeyttodiH group meett Thursdays. 

Satisfaction. Studant discount and Lott BUck laatfur Wallet with Important dscueafon group meek Frid^t, boch at YNtow 
wordprocetaing. See yelow pages ad. Prattga Doomerm: 840 reward to War. Phone 695- Door (3625 Aytmer) iThOO. Info 597-0363 
Turan Transport (u-Sludent Mover») Moving; filA , q«.jxvi 8758 leave manage. 

Toronto, Calg«y, Vancouv«. Storage; weekly. 1 00,1 

monthly ttodent rate». Local big or tmal mom. RESULT RESUMES: a 17 year provan job 
BBB. VISA, 747-2222 or 7398242. 



Mark of the Management Bedrocks with the 
baeuitul bfue eye» • Happy Vetentnee Day bom 
anedmear. Look «nmd and you're ture to knd 
ma-Suearv 



Anknele an «rfferfog co n inement end deefi in 
fie handa of ue humane. Help work to knpwre 
tier fate. Contact META 2780014. 



Wider. Quality IBM procatting prrt, in depth 
conaulting, free temple. Studant 
papert/appiicationa orientating: Tutoring, 
editing, consulting, typing. 488-5694. 



The McGM Journal of Rutelan and Slavic 
Studfoe it locking br tubmiuione. The deadfcte 
fo March 111 Drop off tubmietione in Bmnknan 
Rm.663 



•Vetentnee Dey. V J 

fiord Perfect, typing, l»«telatJon . rtgh quelitj ANiyei, \. V 

work on term papas, manuscript», theeee, C.V, wrmnN depratton — 

rapom of al fond. Frinone 593 9651. of tornuntl hippinHi How ptesonl* 

LAS€H*TYPE. Thtt h, wnjmxm, *c. 

Trantlaion, editing, later pnntmg. Student WOMEN. Waufoyai like to ge< to know your 
Ditcount Prestige (on Guy • Yellow Paget Neighborhood!? New Irlande to have over? 
und« C.V. or Resume) 939-2200. MmI them thru the WALK-SAFE NETWORK- 



Bartender» • Get youreetl a very iucrato» 
pert time job The Master School ol Bartend ng 
offert training courses and piece mont service. 
2021 Peel Street (Peel Metro). 
649-2826 (Student Discounts). 



Bends needed for Student Rghtt Woodstock 
FettrvaL Drop off your name and phone neither 
at fie SSMU Iront desk (linen BuWng 1 at 
floor) by Fab 18 



Word Procetalng • term papert. fietet, grants 
letters. Eicaltent quality, reliable group. Free 
pick up and delivery. Reasonable. Cafl 417- 
1338 



Singing tfw mid-term bfuee, Do your roommaaea 

I :01th. Gloses , 



Word Procetalng AvaBabfe lor any type ol 
document. Graphics, editing, pck up in 
downtown aroa also available Cal 931-6612 



Word Processing: Term pipera, theses, 
retumkt, etc. $1.60 per page «f. spaced. Cel 
Rotanne: 663-0881. 



Word Proceeetng Professional . Moat Reiabk 

"She's Gotta Have It" 

he’s gotta have it. Have what? A 
chance to snap out of that 
• School Dazcn How? Come and 
ask SPIKE LEE yourself! ASUS 
is hosting this meoa-event, 
Mon., March 5 at 8 pm in 
Leacock 132. Tickets go on sale 
Wed., Feb. 14 at Sadies 
(398*6795). Better * Do The Right 
Thing" and got yours quick!!! $10 
with Student LD. $15 others. 



Frame 2 for *1 

Buy a frame with prescription 
glasses and with tha purchase 
of the second pair of glasses 
get the second frame FREE 



Contact Lonses (Soft Daily) 
with the purchase ol .' 
a frame and prescription 
- glasses at regular price ■ 

.Daily Wear: $99 
Extended Wear: $139 
Tinted Lenses: $169 -' 

■V v ' ‘ . . RAOUF HAKIM 

Seaforth Medical Building 3550 COTE DÈS NEIGES 
Main Floor 932-2433 



SOFT CONTACT 



Needs field and research 
organizing experience; 
full-time, masters degree or 
equivalent preferable. 

For furthor Information 
please call F. Holland 



Eye examination 
available by optometrist 
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Staying gay in the 
tight against AIDS 



by Chris Wood 

“My own estimation is that 
whereas gay men were resented in 
the‘70s,theyarepitiedinihe '80s. 
Ten years ago gay men were per- 
ceived as playboys who put their 
selfish pleasures above family or 
community duties and responsibili- 
ties. Now they are seen as victims 
who have responded to a tragedy 
with dignity and courage." 

—Edmund White 

The laic 1970s were a time of 
sexual liberation for the gay male. 
Sexual freedoms that had not been 
afforded gays in the past were bom 
of North America’s sexual 'revolu- 
tion'. 

However, itseemed the gay com- 
munity, content with the status quo, 
had muddled itself on the issue of 
sexual identity. Overall, we got lazy. 
But while bath-houses were flour- 
ishing, a new threat was on the 
horizon. 

No one is sure how the AIDS 
virus was first introduced into North 
American gay life, but there's no 
doubt it hit us hard. In the first year 
of the '80s, more than SO people 
died of AIDS in the United States 
— all of them gay. 

Hence, from its onset, the 



scourge was attributed to the gay 
community. Doctors searching for 
a name for the disease settled on 
'GRID* — Gay-Related Immune 
Deficiency, a stigma that stuck for 
nearly two years. 

The neoconservatives — whose 
own numbers were swelling to 
plague-like dimensions at the time 
— seized upon this grand opportu- 
nity to prove “the homosexual's 
basic immorality," Fundamental- 
ists believed AIDS was a punish- 
ment from God, a deluge of con- 
taminated blood to wash away the 
sinners. 

Meanwhile, the left stuck to tra- 
ditional issues such as abortion, 
government spending and women's 
rights and did not take lime out to 
stand against the right on this front 
Gay men were, as usual, alone in 
their struggle. 

News of the “gay plague" was 
slow to spread. It was nearly six 
months after the fust North Ameri- 
can case before reports appeared in 
the medical journals. The main- 
stream media eventually picked up 
the story, but downplayed it be- 
cause the syndrome seemed con- 
fined to the gay community. Not 
until American heterosexuals fell 
ill did the press jump on the AIDS 
bandwagon. 




Confusion dominated within 
urban gay communities. At a time 
when some gays watched helplessly 
as their peers succumbed to illness 
and other still-healthy gays 
shunned their own, a growing sen- 
timent of fear or disgust was brew- 
ing in the public arena. 

Gays who had become accus- 
tomed to leading a relatively un- 
criticized private life were suddenly 
victimized by the straight 
population's desperate fear of the 
unknown. Straights shuddered, 
“What if this disease spreads to 
'normal' people7" and gays found 
it harder and harder to live under 
society’s equation of homosexual- 
ity with AIDS. 

Gay activists, who had lost much 
of their focus 10 years after Stone- 
wall, realized a need to take defini- 
tive action. AIDS was a foundation 
upon which a new activism could 
be built. These progressives saw 
the renewed mainstream interest in 
homosexuality as an opportunity to 
divert those negative energies 
towards reclaiming the gay revolu- 
tion. 

By the end of 1985, gay strate- 
gists realized that, although many 
individual gays desired to effect 
change, they had to pool their ener- 
gies. Lobbies and coalitions started 
to spring up. In New York, where 
the crisis had been the most disas- 
terous, a group of men and women 
molded the epitome of AIDS activ- 
ist groups. 

The AIDS Coalition To Unleash 
Power (ACT-UP) fed on the con- 
. stroc live energies of at first dozens, 
then hundreds and now thousands 
ofconcemcd individuals. Although 
not specifically a gay activist or- 
ganization, the efforts of ACT-UP 
necessarily had an intimate rela- 
tion to the gay community. 

ACT-UP targeted the medical 
establishment and municipal, state, 
provincial and federal goverments, 
as well as public opinion for their 
laissez-faire attitude towards the 
epidemic. Undoubtedly the attitude 
had arisen because AIDS was asso- 
ciated with gays and in particular, 
gay sex. Through the undertakings 
of ACT-UP and similar groups, the 
public slowly began to compre- 
hend the serious consequences of 
their ignorance. 

ACT-UP New York now has 
dozens of affiliates in cities across 
North America and in Europe. After 
last summer's Fifth International 
AIDS conference, Montréal activ- 
ists were inspired to launch 
ACT-UP Montréal in September, 
1989. 

According to Blanc Mosley, a 
New York import and co-founder 
of the Montrdal coalition, there was 
a lot of segregation and bigotry 
within the gay community itself 
before groups like ACT-UP. AIDS 
was a slap in the face saying, “Get 
your act together!" 

Because AIDS has affected the 
community as a whole, it has 
brought gays of different racial, 
ethnic and gender identities to- 




gether. Mosley says this is the single 
most positive by-product of the 
AIDS crisis. However, he thinks 
the issue has ostracized the gay 
community more from mainstream 
society. 

The dichotomy between re- 
sponses towards homosexuality is 
now mare extreme than ever. While 
the late '80s saw gays making 
unprecedented strides in society, 
the number of hate crimes has sky- 
rocketed, too. 

According to Mosley, AIDS has 
only reaffirmed biased opinions for 
the majority of straights. Yet he 
says there are also many who re- 
spect the courage the community 
has shown in the face of tragedy. 

He notes that in Montréal , where 
AIDS struck la ter and less violently 
than in New York, it has taken 
more of an effort to mobilize the 



City's gays. He says politicizing 
Montreal's gay community has 
been difficult because in this city 
we have long enjoyed relatively 
civil treatment from the local gov- 
ernment and the public. 

As for the future, Mosley would 
like to see more brainstorming 
goingon within the comm unity and 
see even more togetherness. In par- 
ticular, he says, he would I ike to see 
all the racial barriers disappear. 

He says we in the gay commu- 
nity have begun to understand the 
intricate nature of bureaucracy and 
now need to take advantage of our 
knowledge. With this knowledge, 
the movement can grow and indi- 
viduals can act as watchdogs, pro- 
tecting the rights of people with 
AIDS and their supporters. Most 
importantly, we must be vocal, for 
silence equals death. 



Heterosexism 

silences 



by Robert Strazds 

Heterosexism is not a word you 
will find in the dictionary - there 
arc few places where it is so con- 
spicuously absent Like heterosexu- 
ality, which it mirrors and distorts, 
heterosexism is present every- 
where. Totalitarian in its iconogra- 
phy, simple to convey and easy to 
perceive, heterosexism docs not 
need to speak its name. 

The sexual union of male and 
female has always been identified 
as a natural inclination of two 
opposites to form an indivisible 
whole, from the symbology of ro- 
mantic love to its legislation as 
marriage, from the utterances of 
cultural discourse to the signs of 
every unspoken social code, from 
the head of the body politic to its 
toes. For all who do not need or 
seek such a union, this is a source of 
oppression. 

By nature, heterosexism silences 
and excludes all expressions of 
desire that are not heterosexual. Its 
imagery is overwhelmingly of men 
wanting to fuck women wanting to 
be fucked by men. Contrary to the 
meaning the root “hetcro” implies, 
heterosexism is premised on oppo- 



sition, not on difference. The only 
difference is in the amount of power 
between women and men. Heter- 
osexism has and exercises the 
power, partly derived from a mag- 
nified fear of homocroticism, to 
enforce heterosexual desire. 

This desire, which claims to be 
so normal, so natural, that hetero- 
sexuals never have to define them- 
selves as such unless they arc threat- 
ened by the presence of an other 
sexual identity, constantly requires 
and feeds on the objectification of 
the opposite sex. Women's maga- 
zines train women to please men, 
which pornography echoes and 
docs. As Andrea Dworkin puts it, 
“Men cannot fuck equals, and men 
must fuck" • and this is natural. The 
institutions of heterosexuality in- 
stall a power relationship of men 
over women, of the masculine over 
the feminine. From the earliest 
mythology to the bleak records of 
our own times, every act of vio- 
lence against women, not to speak 
of violence arising from homopho- 
bia, is a reflection of the natural 
order which heterosexism pro- 
motes, and of which compulsory 
homophobia, to rephrase Adrienne 
Rich, forms the cornerstone. 





